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Education is evolving at an astonishing rate. United 
Herzlia Schools is committed to constantly growing 
with the changing needs of society and this all comes 
at a cost. At The Herzlia Foundation Trust we are very 
aware that a Herzlia education is a privilege that not 
everyone can afford. We know that so many of you 
give so generously of(our time and money to ensure
that the hundreds o children requiring financial 
assistance can attend Herzlia. 

Over the years, through the generosity of donors we 
have built a state of the art music house with its own 
in-house recording and mixing studio, funded our 
academic inclusion and extension programmes, trained 
and developed our teachers and continued to ensure 
that every Jewish child has the opportunity to attend 
a world-class school that is Herzlia. 

2020 marks Herzlia's 80th birthday where Herzlia 
will celebrate 80 years of excellence. You, our donors, 
need to take credit for your contribution to this 
astonishing achievement. Year in and year out, as 
our needs increased, so has your committed and 
generous support as you our donors, continue to step 
UJ> and ensure that Herzlia remains at the cutting 
e�ge of education. There is a wall in the High School 
that states, "The Herzlia of today is built on the 
generosity, vision and commihnent of past benefactors 
and donors". We honour each one of you for making 
a real difference in the life of a Jewish child. 

An African proverb says it takes a village to raise a 
child. In Herzlia's case, it takes a Community to sustain 
our school. As we begin preparations for our 80th 
birthday celebrations, we acknowledge with gratitude, 
the generosity and vision of our donors who continue 
to ensure that we have a world class Jewish Day 
School here at the southern tip of Africa. 

In this issue of The Heart of Herzlia, you will read 
and appreciate how Herzlia continues to develop the 
whole child, creating excellence in each of our five 
pillars whilst at the same time providing a diverse 
and multi-faceted education! We need YOU to 
continue to work alongside us, to truly futureproof 
Jewish education here at Herzlia. 

Commemorating Herzlia's upcoming 80th Birthday 
is something for all of us to celebrate. We all have 
the chance to invest in a f?iece of our future. 
A future of Jewish values. A future of Yiddishkeit, 
A future of Education. A future for our children. 
Join us in committing yourself in pledging support -
every amount counts! 

With my deep appreciation, Channukah Sameach 

AMANDA ZAR 

The Herzlia Foundation Trust 

To STAY UPDATED - LIKE and FOLLOW 
The Herzlia Foundation Trust on Facebook 
and lnstagram. 

UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS is the sole beneficiary of The Herzlia 
Foundation Trust- PBO NO. 930038539. 

https://www.instagram.com/theherzliafoundationtrust/
https://www.facebook.com/HerzliaFoundationTrust/


HONOURING 
OUR EXCEPTIONAL DONORS 

BY AMANDA ZAR 

The Herzlia Foundation Trust hosted its Annual Donor 
Appreciation event on Wednesday 14 August 2019. 
Tlie evening provided the perfect opP,ortunity for us 
to acknowredge, recognise ana extend our 
appreciation to our generous donors and the integral 
rore they play in securing Jewish education and 
affording all Jewish children the opportunity of 
receiving a world-class education at Herzlia. 

The evening started with our guests joining us in the 
Media Centre to hear the Q_ersonal story of Herzlia 
Alumni, David Peerutin (1978}, who shared his story 
as a recipient of a bursary during his schooling at 
Herzlia. Through David, our donors were given the 
opportunity to put a face to their donations and 
understand first-hand the value and impact their 
generosity and commitment has in providing a Jewish 
Education to those in need. Guests were then treated 
to front-row seats at Herzlia's annual musical 
spectacular 'Feel the Beat'. This truly world-class event, 
included 250 children from all nine Herzlia schools 
who performed in various instrumental and vocal 
ensembles. The feedback from our donors, some of 
whom were seeing this musical for the first time, re
affirmed that music has certainly earned its place as 
a pillar of excellence at Herzlia. 

Our donor appreciation event is our opportunity to 
thank our donors for their continued support of Jewish 
Education in CaP,e Town and to give them an insight 
into the impact bursaries have had on the lives of 
those P,Upils who reguired financial assistance. Too 
often there is a feeling that donors do not see the 
direct benefit of their generosity. This is our opportunity 
to let our donors hear first hand exactly the benefits 
their generosity has had on the lives of Jewish pupils. 

.I 

"TOGETHER we are securing 
Jewish education, which is our 
legacy, and an opportunity to 
make a real difference in the life 
of our community's most valuable 
- our children!"

Anna Lieberman, Amanda Zar, Rebecca Lieberman, Myra Osrin and Lester Hoffman. 
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Tracy Klass and guest speaker, David Peerutin. 

Denise Slot, Geoff Cohen and Ian Slot. 

Leino and Abe Sank . 
� . ( 

Lance Katz and Richard Goldstein. 

Leora and Harold Hessen, Nicola and Tzvi Brivik. 
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UHS EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
A WORLD-CLASS APPOINTMENT FOR 
UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS 

As part of Herzlia' s mission to build a world class 
educational institution of excellence, the UHS Board 
of Governors has created the position of UHS Executive 
Director. This will enable a strong P.rofessional 
leadership structure that will create the requisite 
capacity and accountability to manage and implement 
change effectively, including a solid succession plan 
for our executive leaders. After a comprehensive and 
thorough search process and consideration of several 
top academic leaders as candidates, it is with great 
pleasure that we announce the appointment of Mr 
Andries van Renssen as Executive Director with effect 
from 1 January 2020. 

Andries will report to the Board of Governors and 
will be working closely with Herzlia's Director of 
Education, Geoff Cohen, and Director of Finance 
and Administration, David Ginsberg, as well as 
Herzlia's School Principals and Systemic Heads. 

Andries joins us with an outstanding educational 
background, a wealth of experience and exceptional 
references. He is currently the MD for a cluster of 
ADvTECH schools across South Africa Uohannesburg, 
Pretoria, Cape Town, George, Plettenberg Bay and 
Tinley Manor, KZN). He holds a Bachelor of Arts 
(Geography), Higher  Education Diploma 
(Postgraduate), BEd Hons (Education Management, 
Law and Policy) and a MEd (Educational Leaaership) 
from the University of Pretoria. His research dissertation 
was about the identification, creation and changing 
of school culture. 

Andries started his education career in 1990 as a 
High School teacher (Geography and Afrikaans) at 
a large State school. He was promoted to HOD and 
was Sport Organiser, First Team Rugby and Cricket 
coach and a member of the school's Governine Body. 
In 2001, he moved to Woodhill College (as the 
College Deputy Principal) where he gained exposure 
to the Independent Examinations Board (IEB) and 
Independent Schools systems. 

In 2006, he joined ADvTECH as the founding principal 
of Abbotts College (Pretoria East Campus), where he 
started and managed this highly successful new school 
for eight years. From there he was promoted to GM 
(and since 2017 to MD) of Trinity House Schools 
(a portfolio of what was eight schools in 2013, havin� 
grown to 28 schools (Pre-primary, Primary and High) 
in 2019 with a further three set to open in 2020, 
across different brands. He is currently managing a 

central team consisting of Marketing, HR, Finance 
and IT as well as the principals at his cluster of schools. 
He has experience of NSC, IEB and Cambridge. 

Andries is passionate about education, motivating 
people to be excellent professionals and managing 
successful teams. He is a man of Christian faith and 
identifies strongly with Herzlia' s Menschlichkeit Values. 
He is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
Herzlia's Jewish and Zionist ethos. 

Andries is married to Jenny and they have two married 
daughters and three grandchildren who live in Pretoria. 
He is excited about relocating to Cape Town and 
joining the Herzlia team and expressed his commitment 
to serve and lead with the support and guidance of 
the Herzlia Board and staff. 

Thank you to all those involved in this important 
search process. We are very excited by this 
appointment of a strong, enthusiastic leader who 
lives for education ana who has the necessary 
academic and management credentials, as well as 
the required experience to drive Herzlia's vision and 
strategy into the future. 

We look forward to inviting you to meet Andries in 
person in next year and hope you will join us in 
warmly welcoming him and his wife, Jenny, into our 
Herzlia community. 

Mr Andries van Renssen. 
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MATRIC ART EXPO 
ARTS & CULTURE PILLAR 

BY LAUREN PALTE 
Head of Grade 10 and Visual Art, Herzlia High School 
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This year, Herzlia High School were fortunate enough 
to host their annual Metric art exhibition at The South 
African Jewish Museum. This event provides an 
opportunity for Metric students to reflect on their 
artistic work as ir s a direct response to the work and 
engagement of the pupils over their three years in 
High School. Pui:,ils put up an exhibition of their work 
as part of their final exam process. 

It is helpful to frame the exhibition with insights from 
Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat, Pray, Love, who speaks 
profoundly about the difficulties of creative work. Creative 
work is hard when we are trying to learn, grow and 
develop; Technical and conceptual challenges often 
show us first our limitations before we find our way 
through to our potential. 

Gilbert encourages us to this work and acknowledges 
the bravery it requires. She says: "Without bravery you 
will never know the world as richly as it longs to be 
known. Without bravery, your life will remain small -
far smaller than you probably wanted your life to be." 
In this way of thinking, the reasons for making art extend 
to our reasons for being; to search for meaning, to 



expand our thinking, to listen to the pain of others; to 
try to understand ourselves better, to try to grow to be 
better. For Rebecca Solnit, American, and, purpose is 
tied to meaning, depth, engagement and hope. Art 
making can lead us to these experiences. I believe 
education must encourage us to search for them. As a 
result, art class should be a powerful space. 

At the event, Lauren Palte Head of Visual Art at Herzlia 
High School, addressed the audience, "So I encourage 
you when walking around the exhibition this evening, 
to reserve judgement about what you think constitutes 
the most beautiful or skillful work, and rather look to 
connect with the journeys our pupils have embarked 
on, and try to listen to their voices coming through the 
work. Read their artist's statements to hear their thinking". 

"Every year group is special for different reasons: but 
this group is marked by their willingness to work together 
and help and support one another. It was visible in the 
installation of this show, that you understood that we 
were putting on a group show as the matric class, and 
individual interests came after. You compromised on 
space, shifted to accommodate one another, worked 
in pairs to install and stopped to give each other 
considered advice. If we speak about a subject as 
being more than its content, I love the way this exhibition 
has been a series of collaborative, generous and kind 
acts, particularly when artistic activity can be 
misunderstood as a lonely endeavor. I hope that you 
take with you into the world, this wonderful ability to 
celebrate each other's successes". 

Without bravery you will never know the world as richly as it longs to
be known. Without brave,y, your life will remain small - far smaller 
than you probably wanted your life to be." In this way of thinking, the 
reasons for making art extend to our reasons for being; to search for 
meaning, to expand our thinking, to listen to the pain of others; to try 
to understand ourselves better, to try to grow to be better. 

Opening of the Metric 
Art Exhibition 2019 
BY MARC FALCONER 
Principal Herzlia High School 

"Art is not a plaything, but a necessity, and its essence, 
form, is not a decorative adjustment, but a cup into 
which life can be poured and lifted to the lips and be 
tasted, said British author, journalist, literary critic and 
travel writer, Rebecca West. 

"Artists are ... the most sensitive, most intellectually 
anarchic, most representative, and most probing of 
people. The artist's ability to imagine what is not the 
self, to familiarise the strange, and to mystify the familiar 
- all this is the test of her or his power. The languages



she or he uses and the social and historical context in 
which these signify are indirect and direct revelations 
of that power and its limitations, says Ursual Le Guin 
an American author best known for her works of 
speculative fiction, including science fiction works (she 
is talking about writers, but surely she is talking about 
all artists - those who use the realm of the imagined to 
transform the real - the ordinary and the mundane). 
In a very real sense, what our pupils are doing here is 
the most engaged, focused, self-driven learning in the 
school - and it is also perhaps the most important. 
Not because of what art can and does do in a society 
- any society - but also because it provides a model for
how learning should be. The focusing as much on the
process as on the product and the many failures and
triumphs along that journey.

But it is also much more important than that. Art, in its 
incontrovertible value, is to create a narrative and by 
so doing to make meaning: unapologetically, subjectively, 
sometimes provocatively ... often profoundly and 
surprisingly. 

And what more important job in the world can there be 
than by making and communicating meaning, and not 
some woolly, vague and obscure definition ot meaning, 
but about creation and narrative as a coherent story -
which in a venue such as the Jewish Museum which is 
redolent of stories and the searching for meaning is 
poignant and appropriate. And let me at this point also 
thank Gavin Morris for his help in making this exhibition 
a reality. 

In a very real sense, what our pupils are doing here is the most engaged, 
focused, self-driven learning in the school - and it is also perhaps the 
most important. Not because of what art can and does do in a society 
- any_ socie� - but also because it provides a model for how learning
should be. The focusing as much on the process as on the product ancl
the many failures and triumphs along that journey.

As viewers of this exhibition and of the arts generally, 
we are privileged to be co-creators, co-meaning makers. 
As artist Alex Grey articulates: "when artists give form 
to revelation, their art can advance, deepen and 
potentially transform the consciousness of their community." 
This is, I believe, one of experiences at Herzlia that are 
to be celebrated. And in this journey I would like to 
thank all the artists here on display: fordour courage,
insight and generosity in experience an sharing. 

There is no question that Herzlia High School, through 
the support of Principal Marc Falconer, have managed 
to achieve excellence. The school has ensured that this 
subject has gained recognition and is a core subject to 
be taken seriously. Lauren has expressed that Marc'.s 
love of language, and his undertaking to use it to help 
pupils find their voice, has been really inspiring for her 
at Head of this Department. 
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THE HERZLIA 
FOUNDATION TRUST 

SECURING JEWISH EDUCATION 

WILLS AND BEQUESTS 

LEGACIES CHANGE 
LIVES FOREVER 
Leaving a donation to The Herzlia Foundation Trust in your Will, however great or small, has the 
power to change the life of a Jewish child. Simply by filling out a one page codicil, you can make 
a huge impact and help change the course of a Jewish child's life. For more information contact 
Amanda Zar on +27 21 286 3472 or email azar@herzlia.com 

The Herzlia Foundation Trust's vision is to future-proof UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS by building the Endowment Fund to ensure 
that no Jewish child is denied a Jewish education for genuine financial reasons; and that HERZLIA remains an affordable Jewish 
community school providing educational excellence with world-class facilities. 

C!) www.herzlia.com

mailto:azar@herzlia.com
http://www.herzlia.com
www.herzlia.com


"I often reflect on the outstanding education I received as 
a student at the school and I nope that as many future 
students as possible will similarly benefit from the grounding 
that Herzlia will provide for their lives ahead of them." 

CHIEF RABBI EPHRIAM MIRVIS 
Herzlia Alumnus 1973 
I am delighted to extend my very best wishes to The Herzlia Foundation Trust on the occasion of the forthcoming 
80th anniversary of United Herzlia Schools. I often reflect on the outstanding education I received as a student 
at the school and I hope that as many future students as possible will similarly benefit from the grounding that 
Herzlia will provide for their lives ahead of them. 

DONATE NOW to The Herzlia Foundation rust in honour of Herzlia� 80th birthday in 2020. Your contribution 
plays such an integral part in shapin� the lives of those that 'have' and more importantly, those that 'have not'. 
This 80th celebration and campaign 1s an opportunity that only comes around once and something each one of 
us can support - every amount counts! 

#securejewisheducation #herzlia80 #donatenow #unitedherzliaschools #jewishdayschool #everyamountcounts 
#capetownjewisheducation #80yearsofcelebration #givingback #community #jewishcommunity #imtirzu #bursary 
#southafricanjewishcommunity #continuingeducation #generationtogeneration #hft 



THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY 
LOGO EXPLAINED 

EIGHT DECADES -�

Celebrating Eighty Years of 
Excellence at Herzlia. 

EIGHTY 
In Gematria the number 80 corresponds 
with the Hebrew letter Pei or word peh, 
meaning mouth. 

TELLING STORIES 
Sharing stories about Herzlia yesterday, 
Herzlia today and Herzlia tomorrow. 
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THE HERZLIA 
FOUNDATION TRUST 

SECURING JEWISH EDUCATION 

POMEGRANATE 
Represents prosperity, continuity 
and oneness or unity. 

POMEGRANATE SEEDS 
Eight seeds, each representing 
one decade of Herzlia. 

THE COLOURS 
Five colours, each representing 
one of Herzlia's five pillars. 



THE HERZLIA 
FOUNDATION TRUST 

SECURING JEWISH EDUCATION 

BE A PART OF OUR 80th 
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN* 
BY WARREN KAIMOWITZ 
Chairman The Herzlia Foundation Trust Advisory Committee 

Commemorating Herzlia's upcoming 80th Birthday is something for all of us to celebrate. Each one of us as 
the opportunity to invest in a P.iece of our future. A future of Jewish values. A future of Yiddishkeit, A future 
of Education. A future for our children. The 80th Anniversary campaign offers all of us the perfect opportunity 
to leave a legacy - to give back, big or small. Every amounts counts. 

By growing our endowment, we are playing an integral role in safeguarding our school not only today, but 
tomorrow and forever. Your support, commitment ana leading the way in t�is cause is vital to us achieving 
this goal of securing Jewish Education. This 80th celebration and campaign is an OP.portunity that only comes 
around once and something none of us can miss out on. Let us all step up together with a monetary commitment 
in launchin_g our campai_gn and showing our fellow friends, parents, community and our children the true 
meaning ot being part ot this community and the Herzlia Family. 

DONATE NOW 

BECOME A PATRON 
Rl MILLION+ 

DIAMOND DONOR 
RS00 000 - R999 000 

GOLD DO OR 
RS0 000 - R249 000 

R18 000- R79 000 

PLATINUM DONOR 
R250 000 - R499 000 

BLUE DONOR 
R180/MONTH UP TO R17 999 

It is not What one says, but rather What one does, 

that makes a// the difference in the World- Pirkei Avot 1:17
We acknowledge our benefactors Who have shown extraordinary

cornrnitrnent and generosity to HERZUA.

The Harold & Beatrice Kramer Foundation

\U11n il N.7l�'lJil N.li1
�lJ}')i) N.7N.

* All donors to our 80th Fundraising Campaign will be acknowledged accordingly on The Herzlia Foundation Trust Benefactor and Donor boards. 
South African donors are eligible for a Section I BA certificate in respect of donations to the Foundation (dependin9 on the terms of the donation 
and within our discretion). Tax benefits may be available to donors throug_h EuroChai SA (UK}; )CF San Diego (USA} or WA Federation of Greater 
Toronto (Canada). UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS is the sole beneficiary of The Herzlia Foundation Trust. 

https://www.herzlia.com/herzlia-foundation-trust/donate-now


HAPPY 
I BIRTHDAY 

TOYOU! 

Be part of our 80th Anniversary Fundraising Campaign and pledge xour sup�ort 
today to secure Jewish education. For more information please contact Amanda Zar 
on +27 21 286 3472 or email azar@herzlia.com 

THE HERZLIA 
FOUNDATION TRUST 

SECURING JEWISH EDUCATION 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
HERZLIA! 

USUKU 

LOKUZALWA 

OLUMNANDI 

HERZLIA 

oe 

South African donors are eligible for a Section 1 BA certificate in respect of donations to the Foundation (dependin9 on the terms of the donation 
and within our discretion). Tax benefits may be available to donors throug_h EuroChai SA (UK}; )CF San Diego (USA} or WA Federation of Greater 
Toronto (Canada). UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS is the sole beneficiary of The Herzlia Foundation Trust. 

mailto:azar@herzlia.com
https://www.facebook.com/HerzliaFoundationTrust/
https://www.instagram.com/theherzliafoundationtrust/


Sharon Seidel-Kometz - Artist, Musician, Mother and 
Herzlia Alumnus 197 6 

I ran out of Herzlia High School in December 
1976, singing Alice Cooper's 'School's out'. 
It was the greatest day of my life. I was finally 
free of the demands attached to the daily, 
regimented task called: 'attending school'. I 
did not look back. I did not turn around even 
once. Instead, I ran as fast as I could, in complete 
and utter joy and relief, down Deerpark Drive 
and onto my newfound freedom. 

It never occurred to me just how important my Herzlia 
experience had been, or the impact it would continue 
to have throughout my life. I was not grateful for the 
education, the community, the friends, tlie environment, 
the belonging or the support I received because -
while struggling with my own insecurities and the self
absorption of being a teen - I never even saw it. 
I attended Weizmann Pre-Primary and Primary from 
1962 to 1970. Those were the most wonder-filled, 

fun, sheltered, and nurturing years of my life. I was 
a good student but my passion lay in the arts and 
sport. I was, and still am, the consummate free spirit. 
Boundaries made me want to run away, but my 
parents and teachers recognised that giving me 
responsibility always grounded me. So, in Stanaard 
5, when I was selectea as a prefect by the teachers 
and Gideon's House Captain by my peers I thrived. 
Graduating to high school, my worla quick(y spiraled 
from one of balance and liappiness into one of 
uncertainty and insecurity. Adolescence did not work 
for me. I gained weight; lost my confidence; my home 
life took a turn for tlie worse; f could not relate to the 
academically-inclined Herzlian environment and most 
of my friends went to other schools. I felt isolated and 
begged my father to enroll me at Camps Bay High, 
the school of my dreams, where most of my friends 
were· where the view from the classrooms was 
breathtaking; where the guys were cute; and where 
you got to go to the beach every second break - I 
mean really, what more could a teenage girl want? 



My father refused. Instead, he placed me in the 
Herzlia hostel (now our junior school) under Eleanor 
Goldin in Grade 9. It was an amazing SP.ace with 
wonderful counselors and a great bunch of kids, but 
every Sunday after a weekena spent at home, it was 
a struggle to return to the hostel. I would chase my 
dad's car down the road, screaming and cursing him 
for leaving me there. It was bizarre that a girl from 
Sea Point would attend the hostel. Most kids who 
boarded at the hostel would come from up-country. 
In hindsight, my home environment was the reason 
he did tnis. It was the only way_ he could cope, as 
well as hope that I was able to focus on school and 
become more balanced. 

At school, I had a select few friends. There were three 
kids in particular who sat with me at the back of the 
class (when I was in class). One of those boys, is still 
a _good friend after all these years - Geoft Cohen. 
Atter two years at the hostel, my dad brought me 
home for the final stretch, Grade 11 and Gracie 12. 
This was probably not his best call as I would bunk 
many a school day; feign illness and sleep in the sick 
room; or spend the whole day in the art room, tucked 
away in a little corner where I could not be found, 
and paint the day away. 

I realise that if I were growing up in today's age, 
things would have been different: probably therapy 
instead of the hostel, but strangely enough the teachers 
seemed to understand me more than I realised. 

joy to the person performing and to the people 
being performed for. Finally, I had found my place 
on tnis earth. 

Fast forward - I moved to Johannesburg and after 
six years there, immigrated to the United States with 
my husband in 1993. We had two children and 
fourteen years later, I returned to South Africa as a 
single mother with two young children: Dara Beth, 
14, and Jakob, 5. Back in South Africa I now needed 
to make sure my kids would get the stability they so 
desperately needed. Jakob was too young to be 
affected by our move, but he had anaphylactic food 
allergies that needed to be taken into account at 
whicnever school he would attend, and Dara was a 
displaced 14-year old academic who needed 
intellectual stimulation. It was a no-brainer. They had 
to be enrolled in Herzlia. Joke's allergies were covered. 
Alon Ashel was a peanut-free school. And I knew 
that academically Dara would thrive. I made an 
appointment with Geoff Cohen, to see if there was 
a place for Dara in the Middle School. While we 
were waiting in the office, Jason Cohen (Geoff's son) 
walked in. I aid not know him but immediately started 
crying at the sight of this young box who looked 
exactfy like his dad did thirty years before. With the 
tears came the memories. This was my affirmation. 
Both my children would graduate from the Herzlia 
school system: a place for education; a place where 
the importance of the arts had grown immensely; a 
place to be comfortable with your Jewish roots 

I will always be so grateful to The Herzlia Foundation Trust and the donors who 
give so generously to the Bursary Fund enabling parents like myself to give our 
children the most wonderful education and experience. 

My history teacher, Mr. Shane, was always kind and 
understanding, and would chat freely to me. The art 
teacher, Natlian Margalit, allowed me to stay in the 
art room, acknowledging my need for creative therapy. 
Vice Principal Michaer Cohen would see me in the 
sickroom, smile, and tell me to feel better. And my 
English teacher, Judith Cohen, instilled in me a deep 
love for literature and the English language. These 
were the key teachers who helped me remain focused 
on what I truly loved, and after school I went on to 
attend Montclair State College (New Jersey, USA) 
where I did a double major in English and Fine Arts. 
Despite my bunking, less-than-perfect attitude, and 
the insecurities I seemed to nurture rather than 
overcome

! 
I realised while at college that Herzlia

had actua ly given me an excellent eaucation. I was 
able to maintain a 3.8 grade average (out of 4.0) 
throughout my degree. My l?OOr father must have let 
out tne hugest sigh of reliet! I managed to find the 
person within me that I had no idea existed. With a 
huge extended family in the United States who 
graciously took me in, I developed a love for my 
Jewish identi!}'. Moreover, I gained an immense sense 
of pride in being both a Herzlia graduate and a 
South African. 

On my return to South Africa in 1981, I furthered my 
education with a dii:>loma from Stellenbosch University 
in Graphic Art. A tew years later, I decided to take 
a huge step and audition for a cabaret group and 
got the gig! Music, the creation of angels, bringing 

(irrespective of the level to which you take on religion); 
a place to grow, to shine and to make sure they 
acquire all tlie tools they would need for their futures; 
and most importantly, a r?lace where they would be 
able to find the support of a community like no other. 

And so it was that we were back at Herzlia. I cannot 
explain the joy and relief I felt in knowing that my 
kids were in a place I could trust. Surrounded by 
friends and families of friends I had known forever, 
being gone from Cape Town for more than twenty 
years seemed to have made no difference at alf. 
Unfortunately, I had returned to South Africa in a 
hurry and did not have a job, so the school fees were 
too high for me. We apllied and were granted a
bursary which lasted unti Dara graduated in 2011. 
Thanktully, by that time I had become more stable 
and immediately wrote to the school to let them know 
that I would not be needing the bursary anr longer,
and that I would be paying regular schoo fees for 
Jake. I will always be so grateful to The Herzlia 
Foundation Trust and the donors who give so 
generously to the Bursary Fund enabling parents like 
myself to give our children the most wonderful 
education and experience. Thank you to my father 
who stood his ground whilst rolling his eyes (I ,·est).
To Geoff Cohen then and now. And to the schoo that 
helped me become the artist, musician, mother and 
person I am today. Thank you to the generous donors 
of The Herzlia Foundation Trust. 



I have always claimed that Herzlia played a pivotal role in shaping the 
person that I am today. It offered me the opportunity to learn and grow 
in an environment that reinforced the strong Jewish value system that 
was instilled in me from home. An environment that was competitive, 
yet nurturing, that favoured success and hard work, that imbued us 
with a strong sense of identity, a pride in knowing who we are and also, 
an acute awareness of the responsibilities that come with that privilege. 
I left Herzlia with my tank full - a superb education, a strong identity, 
the passion to dream big and the belief that with all the values and 
lessons I had learnt, I could succeed! 

#MYSTORY 

Haley_ (1992), Gavin, Raquel 
and Zack Rogoff. 

HALEY ROGOFF 
Herzlia Alumnus 1992, mother of two children at Herzlia 
Highlands and donor to The Herzlia Foundation Trust 
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DISCOVER '19 
JEWISH LIFE & LEARNING PILLAR 
BY MARTIN SKUDICKY 
Head of JLL Informal Programme Herzlia High School 

Havdalah at Discover '19 - Lead by Martin Skudicky, Head of JLL-lnformal.

A beautiful sight was also the learning and bonding with different 
advisers and even some musical meditations with our band members. 
It all built up to the transcendental Shabbat experience, which for 
many was a powerful time to connect and grow. 

There are few words that can adequately describe the tremendously impactful and moving Grade 11 Discover 
experience that was held on 4 - 8 September at a resort near Ceres. Discover had it all; thought provoking 
sessions on a variety of topics� sensational local and international guest speakers and some deep and
meaningful relationships formea between fellow students, advisors and staff. 

The theme this year was 'hype' - The Next Big Thing. Today, so many of our youth are desperately looking 
for the next big thing, a reason to get up ancl feel inspirea. We at JLL-lnformal wished to do just that, by 
bringing the Grade T 1 s back to who they truly are and getting them to look a little deeper and engage more 
meaningfully with the world around them. 

Beginning on 4 September 2019, the day commenced with an energy that never seemed to fade. At every 
available moment there was sport being played, arts and crafts taking place and not to mention the rocking 
ruach sessions with our extremely talented oand! A beautiful sight was also the learning and bonding with 
different advisers and even some musical meditations with our bane! members. It all built up to the transcenclental 
Shabbat experience, which for many was a powerful time to connect and grow. The final evening was jam 
packed with a musical Havdala, banquet and talent show which all led to the grand finale and final goodoyes 
at our impactful candle session. 



HE LIA 
SCHOOL FEES 
1990-2019 

1990 �8���0
R 5 200,00 
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1996 
R 13 050,00

1999 2 00 R 17 305,00 
2003 
R 27 110,00

R 19 050,00 

06 2009 R 34 500,00 R 46 285,00

2013 2016 
R 68 500,00 R 93 000,00

2010 
R 51 750,00 
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HE LIA CLASS 
OF 1967 
Refurbishes The Herzlia Middle 
School Beit Midrash 

111,1 
I 1 / 

Last year, the Class of 1967 held a very memorable reunion 
here at Herzlia. This incredibly special class of alumni raised 
funds through their reunion ... 
which were used to refurbish the Middle School Beit Midrash. Their generosity in recognising the opportunity 
to give back to their alma mater and create a magnificent space for Jewish children to study and learn will 
leave a lasting legacy in their honour. To all of you who donated so generously thank you for making a real 
difference in the lives of Jewish children here at Herzlia. 



POSITIVE PROTEST 
MENSCHLICHKEIT PILLAR 

BY GEOFF COHEN 
Director Education United Herzlia Schools 

Herzlia Middle and High school pupils and staff attended the protest march on Thursday 5 September 2019. They added 
their voices and posters to the thousands of woman and men who protest outside parliament. 

#ENOUGHISENOUGH 
#AMINEXT 
United Herzlia Schools recently joined up with the rest of South Africa to raise awareness of the scourge of 
femicide in our country. On Thursday 5 September 2019 our Middle and High school pupils and staff 
attended the #EnoughisEnough and #AmlNext protest march. They added their voices and posters to the 
thousands of woman and men who protest outside parliament. Herzlia is a school committed to developing 
the whole child and our teachers telt it important to provide the space to engage in age appropriate 
conversations with our pupils around this fundamental issue. Herzlia's job as educators together with our 
parent body is to create a generation of respectful, kind and caring children who leave Herzlia as decent, 
dignified and considerate individuals. 

Lauren Palte and Marc Falconer were privileged to attend the gathering at Parliament with our pupils. The 
stories shared were heart-breaking and sobering and reinforced our du!}' to change the country in which 
we live. Pupils shared their thougnts and experiences when they returned to school and have committed to 
finding ways to share what they experienced with the wider school community. 



THE ESTE 
INNOVATION CENTRE 
BY NATALIE BARNETT 

United Herzlia Schools Board of Governors 

Raising Herzlia's Esteem in 2020 - Introducing the 
ESTEAM INNOVATION CENTRE 

As Herzlia steps into its 80th year, our new ESTEAM 
Innovation Centre will give pu13ils, and teachers, the 
opportunities toJ"ourney into the future with all the
essential tools an skills required, heightened curiosity, 
and belief in themselves. 

Entrepreneurship Science Technology Engineering Art 
(and Design) and Maths will all be brought together 
through Project and Inquiry-based Learning in a brand 
new Innovation Space situated between the Middle 
and High Schools. Not wanting to delay this exciting 
initiative, EST EAM will initially take place in the 
Middle School Computer Room, while plans and 
alterations are made to set up a stimulating space 
connecting the Middle School Art room and High 
School Media Centre. 

We are thrilled that Michael Vorster, the current Head 
of Middle and High School Afrikaans has been 
appointed the Head of the new Innovation Centre 
at Herzlia. Michael is a superb educator who 
naturally integrates technology into his teaching 
and pupils' learning, and has been instrumental in 
promoting Edtech (Educational Technology) across 
Middle and High School. Michael has also presented 
a series of lectures to final-year education students 
over the past two years on digital pedagogy at 
the University of Stellenbosch and University of the 
Western Cape. Next year he will begin his Master's 
in digital education. 

W hile coding (computer programming) has already 
been introduced in the Primary Schools, Michael will 



be responsible together with Mark Helfrich, Herzlia's 
Head of Curriculum, for developing this ESTEAM 
programme in the Middle and High Schools. Pupils 
will learn to code in different languages through mind
blowing activities like Minecraft, Drone-flying, VR 
(virtual reality) Goggles and Lego robotics, and learn 
about 3D design and printing using cutting edge 
equipment and technology. 

Middle School will see ESTEAM introduced as a 
formal subject in Grade 7 and available as an elective 
in Grades 8 and 9. Informal opportunities will also 
be available to both Middle and High School pupils 
during school hours, and the Centre will be open in 
the afternoons for those interested in learning the 
basics, working on specific projects, as well as the 
option of an Afternoon Innovation/Design Programme. 
Design Thinking would be used in various Design 
subjects including the likes of Photography and Film
making, Fashion Design, Digital Music and Sound 
Design, Entrepreneurship and web design. The 
ESTEAM Innovation Centre will open and extend our 
pupils' minds, enabling them to fulfil their enormous 
potential by giving them agency in their learning, 
and the opportunities to practice and acquire those 
competencies and soft skills that post-school success 
becomes more and more dependent upon. 

The ESTEAM Innovation Centre will open and extend our pupils' 
minds, enabling them to fulfil their enormous potential by giving 
them agency in their learning, and the opportunities to practice 
and acquire those competencies and soft skills that post-school 
success becomes more and more dependent upon. 

And it's notd·ust about the pupils. Herzlia teachers
will be inclu ed in this stimulating arena through an 
EdTech training programme managed by another 
Herzlia EdTecn Champion, Jean Vermeulen. Once 
this is up and running, an evening programme will 
be introduced that link:s to our Tikkun Olam/Outreach 
programme. Courses will be run for unemployed 
youth, with the hope that the skills they learn will 
allow them opportunities in the workplace. 
At Herzlia we are well aware of our responsibility to 
educate our youth for the future, and the need to 
keep up to speed on new and inspiring educational 
methodologies and pedagogy. This initiative is a 
work in progress that will require initial funding for 
the actual room, equipment, staff and teacher training. 
Thereafter we'll be seeking ongoing funding to ensure 
the sustainability and growth of tne project. We are 
hoping that you will join us in supporting what we 
believe will be a game-changer for our school and 
our community. Watch this space! 

For further details about the ESTEAM INNOVATION 
CENTRE, please contact either Mark Helfrich
(mhelfrich @herzlia.com) or Mich ael Vorster 
(mvorster@herzlia.com). For information regarding 
funding opi:?ortunities, please contact Amanda Zar
(azar@herzlia.com) 

mailto:mhelfrich@herzlia.com
mailto:mvorster@herzlia.com
mailto:azar@herzlia.com


SPORTS AWARDS 
SPORTS PILLAR 

BY TINA BRENZEL 
Head of Sport United Herzlia Schools 

Guest speaker, Alwyn Uys, shares his life journey and lessons learned. 

Our annual Sports Prize Giving recognises and 
acknowledges the achievements of a vital pillar 
of our school. An array of awards are handed 
out culminating in our Premiere Awards. 

Our inspiring keynote speaker was Alwyn Uys, who 
is the first South African �araplegic lronman. In his 
words "I nearly lost my life in a tragic car accident 
in 2014. I thought life as I knew it was over as all 
my dreams and aspirations got shattered in mere 
seconds as my car left the road, flying into the abyss 
of broken dreams and a life trapped in a wheelchair. 
A few years later, in 2019, I rolled down the red 
carpet of the lronman race, becoming the first South 
African paraplegic to successfully complete the ultimate 
endurance challenge. My strength came from my 
brokenness. Maybe, just maybe, everything of my 
past was preparing me for this life I am living now, 
disabled yes, but only 1?hysically. I realized that to 
fully embrace this new life and everything that it held 
for me, I had to let go of my past, of what happened 
to me and leap into the unknown of this new life, and 
what a life it has proven to be." 

Mazal1ov to all our deserving Premiere Sports 
Awards 2019 winners: 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR 
Ben Vogelman & Nicholas Arelisky 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR 
Chloe Gershurny 

HEBREW ORDER OF DAVID INTERNATIONAL CUP 
GRADE 12 SPORTSMAN & WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
Brandon Schneider & Jamie Sulcas 
Jenna lsserow 

IAN PAYNE AWARD 
FOR SERVICE TO SCHOOL SPORT 
Jamie Sulcas 
For his dedication to Chess, Futsal and Soccer during 
his High School career and the leadership role he 
played within the SLC as Head of Sport in 2019. 

GRADE 12 SPORTSMANSHIP CUPS 
Avi Zieff & Ben Zieff 
Carla Kassel & Chiara Levin 



HE LIA 
BURSARIES AWARDED 

2009-2019 DONATE NOW 

2009 �9a��,OO 

2011
R 9 551 916,00 

R 8 056 077,00 

2012 2014 
R 9 51 3 422,00 R 9 935 260,00 

R 9 544 853,00 

R 10 8!1�80,00 ��t�45,00 2017 
R 11 220 247,00 

��t�78,00 2019 
R 13 000 000,00 
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DOWNLOAD 
OUR ANNUAL 
REPORT 

2018 

DOWNLOAD 

The Herzlia Foundation Trust's vision is to future-proof UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS by building the Endowment Fund 
to ensure that no Jewish child is denied a Jewish education for genuine financial reasons; and that HERZLIA remains 
an affordable Jewish community school providing educational excellence with world-class facilities. For more information 
please contact Amanda Zar on +27 21 286 3472 or email azar@herzlia.com

South African, UK, USA ond Canadian donors may be eligible for a tax deduction in respect of donations to The Herzlia Foundation Trust. UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS 
is the sole beneficiary of The Herzlia Foundation Trust- PBO NO. 930038539. 

mailto:azar@herzlia.com
https://www.herzlia.com/alumni/publications


VALEDICTORY 
ACADEMIC PILLAR 

BY MARC FALCONER 
Principal Herzlia High School 

In 2013, Google decided to test its hiring hypothesis 
by crunching every bit and b}1e of hiring, fmng, and 
promotion aata accumulated since the company's 
incorporation in 1998. Until this point, Google had 
hired the best and the brightest ol IT nerds - as one 
would expect from the world's leading IT Company. 

Project Oxygen, however, was surprising by concluding 
that, among tne eight most important qualities ot 
Google's top employees, STEM expertise comes in 
dead last. The seven top characteristics of success at 
Google are all, so called, soft skills: being a good 
mentor; communicating and listening well; possessing 
insights into others and valuing diversity; havin� 
empathy toward and being supportive of one s
colleagues; being a good critical thinker and problem 
solver; and being able to make connections across 
complex ideas - seeing the whole in other words. 
So perhaps there is another way of embracing the 
future of humani�, much more to do with human 
relationships, with beauty, with art and with truth. 
You are now to leave this Herzlia School Hall for 
the last time as a group. This is a moment that is 
significant and ought to be marked. You leave, 
applauded and supported by your/arents and
teachers. Outside you are alone. An as we have 
done before, I wisli for you: 

Be true, for there are those that trust you. 
Be strong, for there is much to suffer. 
Be brave, for there is much to dare. 
Be a friend to the friendless, for we share our humanity. 
Be giving and forget the gift. 
Be humble because you remember your vulnerability. 
Look up, laugh, love, live. 
For there is none but you who can. 
Go now in peace - Le'hitraot. 



Excerpt from the Valedictory 
Speech by Matthew Gruzd 
Chairman UHS Board of Governors 

Class of 2019, it is my absolute pleasure to be 
addressing you here tonight. Herzlia's Board of 
Governors and I are very proud of all of you and 
wish you all a huge Mazeltov on reaching this 
milestone in your lives. It's a huge achievement, 
and one that deserves massive celebration. 

It is fitting that we have just celebrated Rosh Hashanah 
and Yorn Kippur - these Jewish High Holy days 
represent the start of new beginnings, sweetness, 
and fulfilment - after a period of cleansing, deep 
introspection and appropriate atonement. 

No doubt for some of you, finishing school is cause 
for a lot of uncertainty and discomfort, transitioning 
into a new life phase, and for others, massive 
excitement at the prospect of more freedom and less 
structure. In 1996, I was both, I was so excited, but 
recall sitting in this hall, tears streaming down my 
face, for reasons I couldn't understand. No matter 
where you fit and how you feel, you're guaranteed 
that it is entirely normal. 

IS NO LE� 

Eytan Labe -The Achvah Award. 

By this point, tonight, you're prepared for your final 
examinations - even if you don't feel prepared, you, 
your various teachers from the time you started scliool, 
and certainly your parents, have been building to 
this point for a long time now. My advice is to actively 
show gratitude to all the people who have played a 
part and supported you in getting here, breathe 
deeply, relax andhave confidence in yourselves that 
you re ready - that's for all of you, teachers and 
parents included. Somehow things will fall into place, Kerrin Baker-The Helen ZilleAward and The Principal'sAward.
they always do. 

Upon matriculatin_g, you do not leave Herzlia behind 
you. It's a part of you andJou a part of Herzlia. It
was here that you learne the songs that Jewish 
people have been singing at seders for thousands of 
years. It was here you learned to daven, it was here 
where you heard the shofar being blasted as it has 
since biblical times. Remember Herzlia when you 
sing along at a seder, remember Herzlia when you 
daven in shul anywhere in the world. Remember 
Herzlia when you say Kiddush and light the candles 
on Shabbat. Remember Herzlia when you find success, 
which you will, and call on your Herzlia family when 
in need. Be proud of your school, your heritage, 

D your values, your religion and your beliefs. 

Luck certainly helps, but you also need to create your 
own luck. Open yourselves up to be the best you can 
be, do not give up on your dreams, pursue them Gavriel Labe and Lexi Sank -The UOS Cape Council Award.
relentlessly, especially when things get tough and 
then create your own luck. 

An oil lamp, an anchor, a six-pointed star and a 
banner saying 'Im Tirzu'. Think about what that really 
means. The world is waiting for you all, now go and 
get it! 



Excerpt from the Valedictory 
Speech by Zac Bagraim 
Headboy Herzlia High School SLC 

We are on the verge of entering a volatile, uncertain, 
complex, ambiguous and just really scary world. 
We have much to decide: Should we sta_y or should 
we go? Ali}'ah or America? Study or Serve? Gap 
year or Gelt? 

Our banners proclaim that 'We know who we are' 
but really we are just beginning to know who we 
are: Everywhere we go we will face challenges to 
our Jewish identities and to our love of Israel. 
BDS and other forms of anti-Semitism have assumed If YOU WIL new and frigh tening incarnations. We need to be 
prepared because we will be challenged. T hese 8 z ff Th Ti A d A d challenges will hopefully make us stronger and I am inyamin ie - e op ea emic war: ·

sure that there will be great successes for all of us 'as 
we travel along the path of life'. 

So Metrics - in my final words to you tonight - permit 
me a final final blast from the Bard: 'Good nig h t, 
good night. Parting is such sweet sorrow, that I shall 
say gooa nigh t till it be morrow.' 

Premier Awards 
THE ACHVAH AWARD !?resented to the Grade 12
pupil who best exemplities th e mensch lichkeit for
wh ic h Herzlia stands, by sh owing exceptional
generosity of spirit and awareness of human

EYTAif�er
s while at the High School. 

: YOU WILL I 

NOi 

OLEG 

l'M I� THE HELEN ZILLE AWARD for T h e Promotion of 
Democracy. 
KERRIN BAKER Michaela Codron - The Zolman Avin Memorial Award. 

THE PRINCIPAL'S AWARD for outstanding commitment
and service to the school. 
KERRIN BAKER 

THE UNION OF ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUES (UOS)
CAPE COUNCIL AWARD for significant contribution
to the Judaic life of Herzlia High School over the past
three years. 
GAVRIEL LABE AND LEXI SANK 

TOP ACADEMIC AWARD for The Top Academic Pupil
in Grade 12. 
BINY AMIN ZIEFF 

THE ZALMAN AVIN MEMORIAL AWARD for the Best
All-Rounder in Grade 12. 
MICHAELA CODRON 

THE ROSSOUW VANZYL MEMORIAL AWARD in The RossouwVan Zyl Memorial Award. 

recognition of having attained an average of 90% 
or more, in the Preliminary Examinations 2019. 
ZACCARY BEILINSOHN, ERIN DEATS, ELLA KATZ, 
SHAI KOHEN, GA VRIEL LABE, ETHAN MORRIS, JASON 
PEYRON, LAUREN PEYRON, RACHEL RAWRAWAY, 
LIAM TALBERG AND BINY AMIN ZIEFF 



01 .03.20 KOLHAKOLOT CARNIVAL 

03.08.20 HERZLIA CAMPUS PARTIES 

07 .08.20 SHABBAT CELEBRATIONS 

09.08.20 CELEBRATE 80: THE MUSICAL 

10.08.20 ALUMNI REUNION 

oe 
#HERZLIASO 

https://www.facebook.com/HerzliaFoundationTrust/
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THE HERZLIA FOUNDATION TRUST 
MH Goldschmidt Ave, Highlands Estate, Cape Town 

PO Box 3508 Cape Town 8000 
Tel +27 21 286 3472 Email info@herzlia.com 

Website www.herzlia.com 

DONATE NOW 

Snap here to donate 

® SnapScan

zapper
™ 

YOU CAN MAKE A REAL 
DIFFERENCE 

Go to www.herzlia.com This is a safe and secure online 
i:,ayment portal which can be effectively used worldwide. 
Click on the BECOME A DONOR button. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Bank: Nedbank 
Account Name: The Herzlia Foundation Trust 
Account Number: 101 959 1668 
Branch Code: 198765 Swift Code: NEDSZAJJ 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 
www.iustgiving.com/eurochaisa 
Sort Code: 406434 
Account No: 11604501 
Account Name: Euro Chai South Africa 
Reference: "Initial. Surname 4 Herzlia" 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
www.icfsandiego.org 
Wire to: US Bank 
600 W. Broadway, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92101-3311 
ABA #: 122235821 
Account#: 153495519958 
Account Name: JCF of San Diego Gifts Account 
Desi_gnation of Funds: Friends of Herzlia can be stated after 
the San Diego Account Name. 

CANADA 
Our Canadian donors can donate via the UJA Federation 
of Greater Toronto. Eyd Golan, 4600 Bathurst Street, Toronto, 
Ontario M2R 3V2, Canada. Tel: 416-634-3079. 

Click here to download the donation and tribute form 
that must be completed and emailed to eygolan@ujafed.org 

Please mark that the Federation can share the details of your 
donation with The Herzlia Foundation Trust. 
South African donors are eligible for a Section 18A certificate in respect of 
donations to the Foundation (depending on the terms of the donation and within 
our discretion). Tax benefits may be available to donors through EuroChai SA 
{UK/; JCF San Die_go (USA) or UJA Federation of Greater Toronto (Canada). 
UN TED HERZLIA SCHOOLS is the sole beneficiary of The Herzlia Foundation 
Trust- PBO NO. 930038539. 
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