We're Still Celebrating!
Over the past few months, there have been many articles written about how people around the world have
experienced an enormous sense of loss due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As we put this issue of the Herzlia
Headlines together I can't help but feel this too. We were all looking so forward to 2020. A year ago, we commenced
preparations and plans for our 80th birthday celebrations. W hat a programme we had. We started with the
Kolhakolot Carnival, which was really the old fashioned Herzlia fete, but on steroids. Less than two weeks later we
shut the schools down. The long weekend in August was going to be the primary focus for the remainder of our
celebrations with Shabbat services and brochas in all our shuls, school parties where we would have invited
alumni, past teachers and parents, alumni reunions at our schools, talks and debates, old boys sports matches and
the highlight: Feel the Beat at the CTICC.
Due to our 'New Normal', we have had to re-look what we are doing and how we are doing it. It is important that
everyone is par t of our celebrations. Feel the Beat is going ahead, but in a different format. We will be using the
technology available to us to produce a musical Herzlia journey. Because it will not be a live performance it has
allowed us to feature our overseas alumni together with our pupils. So SAVE THE DATE! On Sunday 25 October
2020 we will be showcasing Celebrating 80 - The Musical Movie. More details to follow.

#MYSTORY
DIDYOU MEETYOUR SOULMATE
AT HERZLIA?
THE HERZLIA HOSTEL
HERZLIA HEAD STUDENTS SHARE
THEIR STORIES

In this issue of the Herzlia Headlines you can read our nostalgic stories from those alumni who were the first intake at
the Herzlia Hostel. We share 'how we met' stories of Herzlia Alumni who met while at school and introduce you to
the 2020/2021 Herzlia High School SLC (Student Leadership Council). Our Herzlia students never fail to amaze us.
Through lock down our Matrics have had to cope with online learning, having their timetables turned upside down
and the cancellation of all those events that make their final year at school so special - the Matric Dance, Matric Pesach
Seder; Farewell Breakfast, Valedictory to name but a few.
In honour of our 80th year; we will continue to reach out and engage with as many of you as possible to be par t of
securing Jewish education at the tip of Africa for all Jewish children. Every amount counts and your suppor t will ensure
that in the years to come, when we look back on this time, you will be able to say, "/ stood up when it counted when so
many of our community needed help."
As always, I encourage and appreciate your input, suggestions, comments and we love hearing all your news, updates,
and receiving your photographs of your special wedding day and beautiful babies. Stay in touch, stay connected.

#HERZLIAS0
SENDYOUR MAZALTOV MOVIES
ALUMNI NEWS
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Best wishes, Amanda
azar@herzlia.com
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LEGACIES
CHANGE LIVES
FOREVER
�*

THE HERZLIA
FOUNDATION TRUST
SECURING JEWISH EDUCATION

Leaving a donation to The Herzlia Foundation Trust in your Will, however great or small, has the
power to change the life of a Jewish child. Simply by filling out a one page codicil, you can make
a huge impact and help change the course of a Jewish child's life. For more information contact
Amanda Zar on +27 21 286 3472 or email azar@herzlia.com

The Herzlia Foundation Trust's vision is to future-proof UNITED HERZLIA SCHOOLS by building the Endowment Fund
to ensure that no Jewish child is denied a Jewish education for genuine financial reasons; and that HERZLIA remains
an affordable Jewish community school providing educational excellence with world-class facilities.

WILLS AND BEQUESTS

HERZLIA HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT COUNCIL
2020/21
#HERZLIASO
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On Friday 31 July 2020 Herzlia High School announced the Student Leadership
Council for 2020/2021. Marc Falconer, Principal of Herzlia High said that
"This year's group is exceptionally strong and united, more so than many, and
we wish them well in this challenging but hugely exciting time".
�/

�-------

Mr Falconer also shared that this is probably the most important moment in
Herzlia's life and the wider world around us, for student leadership. This will
not only involve role modelling the usual Herzlia leadership attributes, it
will also involve individual and group agility and dexterity and call for
uncommon reserves of resilience and for titude in formulating and carrying
through plans and projects.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SLC OF 2020/2021:
Benjamin Zar (Head Student)
Jonty Schkolne, Shallya Samakosky, Rachel Wohlman (Executive)
Ariella Cohn
Benjamin Daniel
Dylan Friedman
Daniel Marsden
Eron Norrie
Jake Whitesman

Herz/ia High School SLC 2020/21 (/e�-right): Ariel/a Cohn, Sha/Iyo Samakosky, Jake Whitesman,
Benjamin Zar (Head Student), Daniel Marsden, Eron Norrie, Dylan Friedman and Rache/
Wahlman. Absent: Jonty Schkolne and Benjamin Daniel.

"This year's group is exceptionally strong and united,
more so than many, and we wish them well in this
challenging but hugely exciting time."
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Alumni Reunions
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in 48 countries around the world.
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Reunion in Israel of former
members of the High School
Choir in the SO's
By Norman Chait ( 1983)
On 3 July 2020 several former members of the Herzlia High School Choir
of the early 80's who are now living in Israel met at Casa Chait in Zichron
Yaakov to record a few songs for Herzlia's 80th celebration. Here is the link
to the short movie edited and directed by Shira Chait:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= n HZJsX49zLU

Present were former choristers Jonathan Maresky ( 1985), Margo (Lipschitz) Sugarman
( 1984), Ronit (Epstein) Monin ( 1985), Shirley Fox ( 1986), Estelle Fox ( 1979) and
Wendy (Ryback) Kark ( 1985) - who did not sing but added to the spirit Also Gary
Golemba ( 1982) on bass and myself on piano - the old school band reuniting for
the first time in 38 years.
We had a lot of fun reminiscing and eating. Everyone even remembered how
to sing the actual parts taught to them by the legendary choir mistress Rockey
Goldfoot. We had a really enjoyable time, and we will do it again soon as soon as
conditions allow.
Norman Chait ( 1983) on piano and
Gary Golemba ( 1982) on bass.

1980's

"We had a lot of fun reminiscing and eating.
Everyone even remembered how to sing the actual
parts taught to them by the legendary choir mistress
Rockey Goldfoot."
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#MyStory

If you will it, it is no dream.
By Lauren Joffe (2013)
I was part of the Herzlia School system from Dafna all the
way up to High School. I remember being very convinced as a
Grade I at Highlands Primary that most Matric students were
all married and had full time jobs. Nobody could argue with a
stubborn seven year old. Safe to say I would often laugh at myself
about this once I reached Matric. School experiences are always
layered, but I can happily say that I think I genuinely enjoyed school
for the most part. I realised as I sat down to write this that I
hadn't thought about how disastrous my Matric year was for a
very long time. The thing is, above and beyond the stress of
Matric, my younger sister, Vanya, passed away during this year.
It must have been a week or two before Prelims started.
Matriculating, let alone doing well, felt slightly trivial to me at
that point.
I resigned myself to the fact that I would in all likelihood not pass Matric as my
focus had understandably shifted, and I was okay with repeating the following year,
not because I hadn't been putting in a lot of work, but because it was a lot to
handle all at once. However, between my teachers, my parents and myself we
agreed I would at least write my Matric exams, no harm right? I'd already come
that far. That was seven years ago already! I am grateful to this day for those
teachers (and my friends and family) that went above and beyond for me, I don't
think I could have navigated missing Prelims, missing a final exam and having to
reschedule one of my final drama practicals without them.

Lauren Joffe (2013) Photo Credit: Ken Treloar.

To my surprise, and my families' anxious waiting, I did reasonably well, and went to
UCT in 2014. I went on to get a Bachelor of Ar ts in Dramatic Arts, Film studies
and Gender studies. I never really knew what I wanted to study. but I chose according
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to the industry I knew I wanted to invest time in. I had done every odd job under
the sun as a student, but am now an MC, voice over artist, director and 1V presenter!
I also happen to be a Moishe House Cape Town resident (I'm forever grateful
for what Moho has given me - check out Moishe House, who knows you might be
the next resident!)
To summarise what I've been up too these past seven years in one page is a big
ask, let's just say I've been a 'Yes, man!' as much as possible. I've travelled plenty most notably to Morocco for the Jewish Muslim Interfaith Coalition as the only
South African representative, I spent time as the Academic Chair of Ar ts for the
UCT Humanities Students Council in 20 I 5, and I was top 20 in Cape Town for
the SABC Presenter search on 3 in 2019. I've also never let go of my passion for
singing. I recently uploaded a fun cover of Bang Bang by Nancy Sinatra with Brad
Brenner and Daniel Gershon (both Herzlia Alumni too).
In many ways I'm still pursuing my dream, it's ever evolving.

oeo

#HERZLIASO

Email your story with the #MyStory in the subject
line to azar@herzlia.com if you would like us
to consider publishing it as part of the #Herzlia80
celebrations this year.

Nothing is cer tain with COVID-19, and we cer tainly aren't all in the same boat,
but we are in the same storm. A reminder to check in on those around you - a
phone call or message for every hand you might not shake or every hug you've
had to avoid. As for me, the arts and enter tainment industry as it stands is a sticky
one to be involved with currently, but oh so innovative and I'm grateful, and
tentatively excited, so onwards we march!

"I am grateful to this day for those teachers (and
my friends and family) that went above and beyond
for me, I don't think I could have navigated missing
Prelims, missing a final exam and having to reschedule
one of my final drama practicals without them."
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#MyStory

Did you meet your soulmate at Herzlia?
Lyn (Maisel) and Louis Goldberg (1981)
I was so very lucky to meet my soul mate and life partner, Lyn (Maisel),at Herzlia.
We both matriculated at Herzlia in 1981. After studying at UCT and then at
Cambridge in England, we settled in New York.
I continue to practice law, and Lyn is president of one of the largest organisations
caring for underprivileged and homeless people in the New York area. Our son,
Julian (21), is at Columbia University and our daughter, Robyn (19), is at Emor y
University. Lyn and I are both Ironman triathletes and Boxer dog lovers.

Tarryn (Gurwitz) and Saul Breskal (1989)
Lyn (MaiseO and Louis Goldberg (1981).

My days at Herzlia have continued to live with me for the 30 years since I left
school. It was at Herzlia that I got to meet my husband and soulmate,Saul Breskal.
Saul and I met in Standard 6. We were in most classes together and became
close friends. I had to endure many annoying hours of listening to him drumming
on his desk with his pencil (it must be where our daughter, Leah,gained her musical
talent from). We both valued our Jewish education and the bonds created at
Herzlia. We went on Ulpan to Israel together, summer camp at Habonim, we
were both on the student council in Matric (I was Head Girl) and many other
shared Jewish experiences.
Over the years our relationship developed and once Saul and I finished Matric we
finally got together as a couple. I think we both knew that it would be forever.
We have been in Los Angeles for the last 20 years where we had our three kids Samuel, Leah and Ella. It has been our privilege and joy to give our children the same
Jewish education that we were given at Herzlia - something we both valued more
than anything and that shaped who we are.

Saul and Tarryn (Gurvvitz) Bresko/ (1989).

PAGE 10 #MYSTORY

#MyStory

Did you meet your soulmate at Herzlia?
Lara (Derman) and Colin Nathan ( 1996)
Colin and I met at Herzlia - we were in the same year and the same Matric Class.
We only married in 20 13 - it was a much later reconnection. We met when we
were 12 at my Batmitzvah, there was a connection then but we remained friends.
We had a different group of friends and a very close mutual friend. Colin moved
to Johannesburg shortly after school and I remained in Cape Town. Years passed
and eventually we reconnected on Facebook.
We were friends for almost two years before we started dating long distance, between
Joburg and Cape Town. After a year I moved to Johannesburg and shortly afterwards
we got engaged. We have three children, Daniel, my stepson from Colin's first
marriage and the most exceptional, most special son and brother to our son Jamie
who is almost six, and our daughter Kyla who is three.

Colin and Lara (Derman) Nathan (I 996).

Louise (Chait) and Michael Claxton (2002)
Mike and I met in 1997 when we arrived at the Middle School. After a cute High
School romance, we split up but remained friends for I 0 years. After returning
from living in London for four years, we started dating. It's now 2020, we have
been married for almost four years, we have the most beautiful son named Tommy
and we all live in Cape Town.

Louise (Chait), Michael and Tommy Claxton (2002).
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#MyStory

Did you meet your soulmate at Herzlia?
Alicia (Pam) (2007) and Larry Chapman (2005)

"We would meet up for a quick hello between
classes, share a sandwich during break and
would spend hours on the phone after school.
Sharing hand-written letters at school became
our modus operandi."

Larr y and I met on a cold, winter's morning in June 2002 at Herzlia Middle
School. I was 12 years old and half way through my Grade 7 year whilst he was
in Grade 9 and preparing to transition into High School. Who would have thought
that being dropped off an hour early for school would become my biggest blessing?
It resulted in me meeting my soul mate.
Larry and I identified early in our relationship that a foundation of open communication
and mutual respect would lead to a fiourishing partnership. We endeavoured to
spend every waking moment together. We would meet up for a quick hello between
classes, share a sandwich during break and would spend hours on the phone after
school. Sharing hand-written letters at school became our modus operandi.
We treasure all of these letters, especially the first one that Larry ever wrote to me
on the day that we first met At the bottom of that letter it stated P.S. I love you!
At one stage in our lives, our family homes were approximately 300 meters from
one another and our parents grew so tired of hefty phone bills that they bought us
walkie-talkies to communicate! Genius!
Days turned into months and months into years. With time, our relationship grew
from strength to strength. We became inseparable! There was no Larry without
Alicia, and no Alicia without Larry. We grew together and navigated through life's
undulating course side by side.
This was particularly evident whilst transitioning from Herzlia's comfortable cocoon
to competing for top accolades in our respective university degrees. We both
had the privilege of studying at UCT. I obtained a Business Science Degree with
Honours in Organisational Psychology and transitioned into a Human Resources
managerial role at South African Breweries and Larry followed his calling and
became a Medical Doctor.

Larry (2005), Alicia (Pam) (2007) and Gia Chapman.
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In December 2012, after completing our degrees and successfully transitioning into
the South African workforce, we decided it was time to tie the knot Four years flew
by and our lives changed forever when we welcomed our beautiful daughter, Gia,
into the world. Two months after Gia was born we began another life changing
adventure. We packed up our belongings (as well as our Labrador, Kai) and moved
across the globe to Alberta, Canada.
We currently reside in a quaint, 20 000-person city outside of Edmonton. Larry has
become a local medical leader where he practises hospital-based Internal Medicine,
Emergency Medicine and Medical Oncology. In his spare time he runs the Emergency
Department. I have the privilege of being able to stay at home with Gia in these
special years of her life and in my spare time I teach early childhood music classes.
We are so grateful for the pivotal role that Herzlia has played in our lives both
personally and professionally.

Micaela (Bendix} (20 I I) and Daniel Tadmor (2009)
My name is Daniel Isaac Tadmor and I matriculated in 2009 from Herzlia. I was
fortunate enough to be elected Head Student by my peers and met my now
beautiful wife (Micaela Bendix) when I was in Matric. We started dating in 2009
whilst we were both at Herzlia High School. We got married in January 2019 in
Cape Town.All the groomsmen at my wedding were from my same 2009 class.
We have remained best friends since school.

Daniel (2009) and Micaela (Bendix) Tadmor (20 I I).

"I was fortunate enough to be elected Head
Student by my peers and met my now beautiful
wife (Micaela Bendix) when I was in Matric.
We started dating in 2009 whilst we were both
at Herzlia High School:'

Herzlia afforded me the framework in which I have built my life around. I am now
specialising in sports and exercise medicine and will be forever grateful to Herzlia
for my education and upbringing.
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#MyStory
THE HERZLIA HOSTEL
LOOKING BACK
Stories from HerzliaAlumni Who Lived
in The Hostel
Solly Berger (left in 1949)
In 1940, at the same time that the Herzlia Day School opened its doors in Hope Street,
The Cape Board of Jewish Education bought a rambling double story home in Vredehoek
Avenue and converted it into a boarding school to accommodate pupils for the new
school, but primarily for children from country areas in the Cape and Transkei, Northern
and Southern Rhodesia and England, which was at war with Nazi Germany. Many Jewish
members of the community enlisted in the army and the hostel became a haven for
their children. Not all the boarders went to Herzlia and many were schooled at the
primary schools of SACS, Vredehoek Primary and Good Hope Primary.
Escaping from Nazi Germany, the Board appointed Dr Abt and his wife as the principals.
The Abt family escaped Germany in the last months of 1939 and their children were
members of the Kindertransport to England. Amongst the boarders were Louis and
Solly Kreiner, future mayors of Cape Town, Abe Sank from the West Coast, and Ted
Anstey from Victoria West, Kenny Penkin, Sonny Smulowitz and myself at the tender age
of five. Dr Abt maintained a frum institution and in 1944 he took his smichah, left for
Johannesburg and became the Rabbi of the Oxford Shu I.

Herzlia, Hope Street circa 1949.

Alexander Bobrow, who Isaac Och berg had employed to look after the welfare of the
'Ochberg Orphans', became the new principal. In 1947 Highlands House opened their
doors and the residents in the existing aged home opposite Herzlia in Hope Street were
transferred and the building was altered to house the boarders from Vredehoek Avenue.
The Hostel ultimately moved to Herzlia Highlands.

PAGE 14 THE HERZLIA HOSTEL

Herzlia Hope Street established the Sub A class in 1940 and 1941. These two classes
aborted in 1941 possibly due to lack of support. The class of 1942 continued until
Std 6 (Grade 8) and most of the pupils finished their schooling at the High Schools of
SACS, in Orange Street, Cape Town High in Buitenkant Street, and Good Hope, in Hope
Street. Herzlia Highlands opened their doors in 1956 and Hope Street continued as an
afternoon chedor for a number of years thereafter.
Alexander Levin was the first principal in Hope Street and in 1943 Zalman Avin succeeded
him.The school came into the modern age in 1946 mainly due to lssie Cohen, an enlistee
in the SA Army. He introduced sport to the school and established the Houses of
Maccabi, Gideon and Samson. A competition was held to design a school badge which
has basically remained the same to this day.

Pearl ( Choritz) Rogow ( 194 7 to 19 5 I )
My family lived in Tulbagh, a beautiful small town with only three Jewish families. I attended
the local country school and completed Sub A and B and Std I and 2 in an Afrikaans
medium environment as the only Jewish child in the school. My brother Lazar, of Blessed
Memory, three years my junior, also commenced his education at the Tulbagh Junior
School. When, in 1947, on turning nine, with Lazar the ripe old age of seven, my parents
decided that it was time for us to imbibe some Yiddishkeit and Hebrew language instruction
and enrolled us at the Herzlia Hostel in Hope Street, Cape Town. Not an easy decision
for loving parents and a major wrench for the young offspring, but one of little choice.
The Hostel had been founded especially for Jewish children from far flung country towns
and farming communities whose parents felt the need to instil in their children a Jewish
education.The hostel, which basically served as a boarding house, from which the children
could attend any school of their parent's choice.

Herzlia school was then in its infancy, and only went up to Std 6, as a result of which many
Jewish Parents preferred to send their children to the well-established educational institutions
such as Good Hope Seminary for girls and SACS School for boys. At the time that Lazar
and I enrolled at Herzlia Mr Zalman Avin was Principal of the day school and cheder (which
taught Hebrew in the afternoons) Mr Avin was reduced to literally begging and going to
great lengths to persuading parents to send their children to Herzlia.The prevailing snobbish
opinion was that the Jews could not run a school of a high standard. How very wrong they
proved to be.
Both Lazar and I went to Herzlia Day School and very much enjoyed the less strict and
formal atmosphere and the very friendly relationship between teacher and pupil conducive
to study and the achievement of excellent results. As the school's reputation spread and
grew in numbers it was necessary to appoint a Principal. Mr Chozak was appointed Principal
of the school and Mr Avin continued in his role as Principal of the cheder.

I look back at my four years at Herzlia School with fond memories. The teachers I especially
remember were Mrs Brown, Miss Jocum, Miss Jackes, Mrs Ginsberg and the much-loved
Mr lssy Cohen as well as Cantor Immerman, who despite his being completely blind, could
tell every pupil at school just from the sound of their voices. He would stroll into the class
and start a singing lesson. I particularly recall a young teacher; Miss Ray Kantor; who had
just returned to Cape Town from a trip to Israel, very soon after the Declaration of
Independence. She brought with her all the latest Israeli hit tunes such as Anu Hopolmoch
and Habibi which we all learnt with great enthusiasm.
The pupils were all allocated to a House - Gideon (Green), Samson (Blue) and Maccabi
(Red). Both Lazar and I belonged to Maccabi. There were few children per class, so
each pupil received individual attention. Regrettably I had to leave Herzlia Day School at
the end of Std 6 and transferred to Good Hope Seminary High School. I remained in the
hostel until Std 8. Lazar; my brother; was privileged to complete his schooling in the second
Matric class to graduate from Herzlia. Herzlia proved itself as an excellent school with
academic achievements of its pupils rating among the best in South Africa.
My parents eventually moved to Cape Town when it was time for my younger
brother Vivian to start school. Vivian graduated from the new Herzlia School built in
Highlands. My Mother used to say proudly that there is always a Choritz at Herzlia as my
cousins Annette, Shulamit, Rosalyn and Percy Choritz all graduated from Herzlia.
I have been living in Israel for the past 61 years since I made Aliya in 1959.

Albert Glass ( 1961)
My introduction to Herzlia was in Std I (in today's classification - Grade 3) in the early
I 950's. Coming from the Northern Suburbs of Cape Town, attending school was quite
a leap of faith for a timid young boy to make. I commuted by public transport and the
journey was I 00 bus stops. Herzlia in Hope Street in the S0's was fast beginning to 'burst
at the seams' as more and more boys and girls were enrolled in what was to become
a proud jewel in the community crown ...a Jewish Day School. The principal then was
Mr Chosack was a much loved man who we looked up to. He in turn was followed by
Mr I J Cohen for a short spell and then Mr Meyer Katz. The school secretar y was a
man beloved by all, Mr George Laden.

The growth of the school was highlighted in a picture taken of our Std 2 class and featured
in the Jewish Chronicle.There were 52 pupils in one class room! The paper highlighted
the urgent need for adequate premises where Jewish education and upbringing could
be nurtured to the 'baby boomer' generation - post WW2. Concurrent to highlighting
the need in the press, the community was rallied by Chief Rabbi Abrahams of the
Gardens Shu I. He sounded the clarion call so eloquently for support from the community
for finding bigger premises. And rally they did!
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Despite cramped quarters the Hope Street campus was a happy one in which to begin
one's journey in Yiddishkeit complimenting that given at home. Minyon Yosef, the
student Shabbat shul service, was the highlight of one's week. It served as a nurturing
ground for davening, for contact with Hashem and it boosted one's self esteem. Pupils
eagerly awaited being rostered to lead the service in one way or other. Certainly in
my case it played a role in igniting my love of shul as a 'want to go to' place! We revered
Mr Zalman Avin z'I who managed the service and taught Hebrew. When Shobbot Mevorichum
occurred (for blessing the upcoming Rosh Chodesh ) the service used to transfer to the
majestic Gardens Shul. And there in those hallowed portals sat on the one side the Herzlia
boys, on the other those from the boarders from SACS and upstairs the girls boarding
from Good Hope Seminary School.
The classes at school were pleasant enough and despite the fact that we weren't
angels! Lessons were given with us sitting at desks with inkwells. One may ask. Why?
Because we used pens with nibs and blotting paper! Ball point pens or felt tips were
unknown! And the green chalk board was central in one's focus. As the chalk screeched
across the board it proved time and again the 'wake up call' to be attentive! Hebrew
was taught by Mr Avin and Mr David Rosen z'I and the fiery yet diminutive Ms Jacques.
No mention of time at Herzlia should ever forget Cantor Abe Immerman z'I whose
magnetic personality, wit and knowledge was inspiring and overawed us all. What a
privilege it was to have Cantor Abe Immerman entering our class and leading us in
singing. In secular subjects there was Mrs Brown, Mrs Ginsburg and Mrs Liebi Rock to
name but a few. And who can forget that as pupils we participated in communal choggim
at Maynardville, and then proudly flew the flag atYom Ha'atzmaut celebrations, starting off
at the Rosebank Show grounds (behind the present Baxter theatre) and at the Goodwood
Showgrounds. All the while whilst we were being taught in Hope Street , the community
elders were hard at work in their goal in setting up the Highlands Campus. It was thus a
proud day and exciting day indeed when in 1956, we were the first Std 6 class (Grade 8)
to enter the new building built in what is now MH Goldschmidt Ave. And that pride
extended to our uniforms. Gone were the days of peak caps and now it was straw boaters
in summer and felt hats in winter. We looked smart alongside our peers from SACS,
Rondebosh and Bishops and Wynberg schools!

Pearl Rogow's Std 4 Closs ( 1949).

A highlight in Std 6 was being recognised by the school at the Friday assembly prior to
one's Barmitzvah with the presentation of a Soncino Chumash. It certainly had pride of
place on my bookcase. Other than the school buildings the rest of the property was a
mixture of bush and an old house where we were taught art and woodwork (nowadays
where the Middle school is).The teachers of that era included Mr Jack Sagel, Ms Herbstein,
Mrs Leeflang, Mr Kimmel, Mr Mike Kessel and Mr Marchio. It was at Highlands in 1958 that
the first communal Pesach Seder was held .The cavernous hall was filled.The ruoch was
magical with the traditional Doyenu, Echod MiYodeo and Chad Godio ringing out with gusto.
From photographic evidence all one sees is rows of trestles tables in the Rose & Max
Harris Hall and all the boys in their felt hats or caps.
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Sport was taking more and more of an importance in our development. Herzlia was
competing in rugby, cricket and netball against other schools. There was the �rst ever
visit by a Herzlia contingent to play against King David in Johannesburg in rugby,
netball, chess and tennis matches. Travelling by train was exciting to say the least
One aspect of that journey which was so special and personal for me was the
consideration shown me.The visit took place whilst I was a mourner saying Kadish for
my late Father. I can still recall the Shacharit service held in the lounge car of the moving
train so I could recite Kadish whilst it travelled from Cape Town to Johannesburg.
It was a spontaneous gesture by my peers which I appreciated immensely .
As a guide to us plotting our career paths after school an outing was arranged for the
Matric class. Computers were the 'in thing' in those days but none of us could comprehend
size or scope. So we went to Old Mutual in Pinelands to view a new phenomenon of the
day. It was a computer that the insurance company was using, a first We were_ overa""'.ed!
It was a huge installation occupying an entire building! So huge was the 1nstallat1on
that workers used roller skates to get from one point to another. Nowadays of course
the computer which can do more than the original fits into the palm of our hands.
Herzlia with its motto "Im Tirzu... " gave me the grounding for nurturing my self-confidence
and a belief in myself From being the timid kid from Parow I developed a level of self
confidence that resulted in my taking on leadership roles in the professional sphere where
I practised as well as in both the Jewish and broader community of Cape Town. Those
really were good beneficial, exciting years!

Shulamit (Choritz) Lakier ( 1972)
I attended Herzlia from 1967-1972. During that time I lived in the hostel as I was
from Wolseley. Some of the hostel Principals I remember were Mike Kessel, Mrs Golden
and Mark Cohen. Desmond Maizels was a tutor at the hostel before he became a Rabbi.
I have such fond memories of Herzlia and living in the Hostel.

The majority of the children at the hostel were from small or bigger country towns for
example Worcester, Windhoek, Paarl, Piketburg, Oud�shoorn and som_e were_ local
too while parents may have been travelling. At meal times w� would sit _at �ss1gned
tables and take turns being a server, getting the food from the kitchen and d1stnbut1ng 1t
to everyone at that table. We would typically go home once a month. I remember the
train left Cape Town at 4pm and we would get to Wolseley at 7: I 0pm. Our parents took
turns to drive us back to Cape Town on that Sunday afternoon.
I studied Early Childhood at Barkly House and after graduating taught at various Hebrew
pre-primary schools in Cape Town and also taught at King David Nursery School.
My children, Daniel and Donna, attended Herzlia and graduated in 1995 and 1999.
Saul was at Weizmann until we immigrated to Chicago at the end of 1999. I have been
teaching at Moriah Early Childhood Centre in Deerfield, Illinois since 2000. Mazeltov Herzlia
on reaching this amazing milestone. May you go from strength to strength!

Ruth (Nowitz) Kaniel ( 1977)
In 1968, when I was nine years old my parents, Jack z'I and Pese Nowitz, who were
teachers at Herzlia (my father was Deputy Headmaster and ran the Hebrew Department),
ran the annex to the hostel. There was an overflow of girls and a house was rented,
near the Old Aged home.We lived with a group of girls and they slept in double bunks,
my sister and I shared a room and our maid also came. We ate breakfast there but
lunch and supper was at the hostel. We used to climb the steep road up to the hostel
at lunchtime. Towards the end of the year the girls moved to the Hostel, I don't think
it was a social success for them.We stayed on until the end of the year and then returned
to our home in Newlands.

Then when I was in my final year of school, 1977, my parents went overseas on an extended
trip. My sister and brother stayed with friends. I went to the hostel and I had my o:"'n
room, a small room on the side, not with all the other boarders. I remember breaking
some of the rules!
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Ros (Choritz) Halliday ( 1975)
I joined Herzlia Highlands in 1969.1 was from Wolseley so the hostel was very convenient
for my parents and it was fun for us kids living in an environment that wasn't too strict
and that gave us plenty of opportunity to do our sport, extra murals, academics and
socialise with our friends. I developed some really close friendships both in the hostel
and at school many of which I still maintain and cherish.

We had three classes in Std 4 and I was in Mevrou Goubrechts class. She adored me as
I was fluent in Afrikaans and enjoyed acting so I became the star of her show 'Nonkwazi'
which actually won a national award. She was extremely creative and so our adoration
was mutual.

I loved my sport at Herzlia and was Samson House
Captain and Victrix Ladorum in both Junior School and
High School. We lived for our netball in winter and
were a cohesive first team from Std 8 to Matric.
On completing my studies I returned to Herzlia where I have been working ever since.
I have held many, varied and interesting positions, starting as a class teacher, thereafter
as Principal in different pre-primary schools, Learning Support Co-ordination in the pre
primary schools, co-ordinator of a Herzlia outreach programme and most recently
teaching yoga in the primary schools and learning support and specifically Afrikaans
learning support in the Middle School.
It has literally been a full circle but what a complete and utter privilege to have had
the honour to first be a pupil at this unique institution and now to have worked here.
I wake up each day feeling the blessing of being able to teach children, to be a part of
shaping young lives. I thank parents for entrusting their children in my care and
allowing me to educate them. I thank my Herzlia colleagues for being my friends and
extended family.
I still hear Mr Mayer Katz's (Korki as we called him), words "Im tirtzu ein zo agada."
And this is still written up on the wall as I walk in to work every day.

Herzlia Hostel photo I 966.
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DEANNA BLACHER-COHN

The First Head Girl - 1957

My parents, Chaim and Miriam Blacher z'I, were part of a small
group of comparatively forward thinking citizens in the Jewish
community, keen to assimilate into the wider community whilst
at the same time maintaining a strong connection to their roots,
their culture and, most of all, their traditional values and beliefs.
In those early years, the rest of the Jewish community in Cape
Town sent their kids to Vredehoek Primary, SACS, Cape Town
High, Sea Point Boys, Ellerslie and Good Hope Seminary.
Mom and Dad spoke primarily Yiddish at home to each other; English to the three
of us but were also fluent in Hebrew, being part of the Third Aliyah to Palestine in
the I 920's.They arrived separately in South Africa in the I 930's and married at the
Wolmarans Street Synagogue in Johannesburg. They and their likeminded friends
proceeded to advocate and fundraise for a secular school that would have every
advantage and facility of a conventional South African school but with the addition
of daily Hebrew periods that would cover Bible Study and Jewish History as well as
Language and all aspects of the religion.
I was the eldest of the Blacher siblings and I often wonder whether it was entirely a
coincidence that Herzlia opened its doors for the first time in January 1940 to coincide
with my birth year! I was born in September of that year. I attended kindergarten in
July of 1944, housed in a section built in the far right corner of the main Herzlia school
building. Mrs Potashnik was the kindergarten teacher I most remember. She had a
wonderful way with pre-schoolers and I loved my time there. I started Sub A in 1946.
Of all my teachers in junior school, I recall Mrs Brown in Std I best of all. I enjoyed
my classes with her except for handwork. I spent most of each handwork lesson
unpicking the grossly untidy and clumsy work that were the very limits of my
sewing skills. A constant presence in and around the Hope Street building was
Wilson, the janitor; who in later life went on to get an education and become a
teacher himself

Deanna Blacher-Cohn OAM (I 957).

Regular minyanim were held every morning in the school hall as well as regular Friday
night and Saturday morning services. Attendance was not compulsory. Blind Cantor
Immerman was a shining presence at the School and around the predominantly Jewish
precinct in Hope Street at that time. It encompassed Herzlia in which were held
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afternoon cheder classes from 4-7pm, the Zionist Hall across the road, the Hostel and
Jewish Board of Deputies, a short way down the road and round the corner.
The area also housed a large proportion of the Jewish Community and boasted at
least three synagogues. Being female, I had no direct contact with the Cantor but my
husband tells me he used to take the senior boys from Herzlia and cheder for religious
studies. He had an incredibly prodigious memory for which he was renowned. The boys
would arrive with different editions of a siddur and he would say, "It's page I 00 at the top
of the page, or page 40 in another edition" - and so on. And he was always spot on!
Among the teachers I recall best during those Hope street years were the principal,
Mr Avin, Mr Rosen, Mr Potashnik and Mr Abitz. Mr Chosack became principal of Herzlia
when I was in Std 4 or 5. He was very supportive of the arts and very bravely and skilfully
produced the Gilbert & Sullivan opera, The Mikado, in which I was asked to dance. There
used to be regular film evenings on Saturday or Sunday nights at Herzlia School Hall in
Hope Street.They were invariably MGM black and white movies and the projector could
be relied on to break down. Admission was one shilling.
Our English teacher for all of our high school years was the late lssy Cohen whose insistence
on correct spelling, grammar and syntax has stood me in good stead across the years.
He also instilled a love of literature and reading. Mr Segal, who with a colleague was
responsible for writing the Maths text book for Matric in the Cape Province, came to our
school in the mid-fifties and did much to raise the standard of Maths teaching. The late
Meyer Katz became our principal when I started the Std 8 year in 1955. He had been
the Deputy Principal at Cape Town High, and his arrival signalled a sort of 'coming of age'
for Herzlia. Discipline had always been a challenge in Hope Street. In retrospect I believe
it might have been due to many realities in our lives at that time. Perhaps because we felt
at home amongst our own, this was taken as a license by some to push whichever buttons
they felt like. We also had numbers of children from the Jewish Orphanage and the Hostel.
The insecurity and fear caused by these disruptions in their young lives sometimes manifested
in difficulties with communication. It was a time of caning in schools as punishment for
unacceptable behaviour and decades before there was a better understanding of childcare
and psychology.
Mr Katz ruled with a firm hand in a velvet glove and, as I recall, our move to new premises
in Highlands Estate in 1955 did much to assist his initiatives. There we were with new
classrooms, a vastly larger hall and quadrangle, and beautiful views to gaze at when
classroom attention wandered! We ended up with just I I in our Matric class, some of the
original Sub A students having transferred to other High Schools. We were three girls:
myself, Abirah Lifshitz (Karabelnik) and Libby Raichman (Taibel). In High School, I had to
get a dispensation from Sport as I was in a daily ballet class every afternoon after school,
except Fridays which was my day to catch up with homework, in addition to working late
most nights and weekends.

This was at a time in the Jewish community when parents didn't send their kids to Herzlia
as a matter of course and very few would have sent their kids to serious ballet schools
after school. Being elected the first Head Girl at Herzlia in 1957 was therefore quite a
surprise as I didn't fit the 'sporty, everyone's friend' type of person.
Around this time, I was invited by Mr Katz to run the Herzlia Israeli Folk Dance Group.
Unlikely as it might have seemed at the time, it was to develop into an important
showpiece for the school. Firstly, unlike today where most groups of this kind are
overwhelmingly female, I had an almost equal number of boys and girls to work with.
They were not trained dancers but they were naturally gifted with innate musicality
and a well-co-ordinated sense of movement. Above all, they were enthusiastic.
Choreographically, it was a challenge to make theatre-worthy pieces out of the Israeli folk
dance repertoire. At the time, Israeli choreographer Jonathan Karman was doing
exactly that and touring his Israeli dance company all over the world. His work was the
catalyst for me to create a whole new way of presenting a dance style based on Jewish
themes, Israeli music and dance. For me, it was a baptism by fire, the experience of
which was to stand me in good stead for the choreographic and teaching roles I was to
fill as artistic director of my own Spanish Dance companies and schools in South Africa
and abroad. Mr Avin's youngest son Uri took to the challenges I set him like a duck to
water! An established architect, he now lives in the USA We performed at many
community and Herzlia events and I continued to run it for a year after I left school before
sailing for London in 1959.
We are now less than the original I I of us, Keith Aviv, Raymond Solomowitz and Lazer
Choritz having passed on. My husband and I toured regularly for all the government
arts organisations in South Africa at that time and occasionally we would bump into a
classmate from Herzlia in some remote corner of the Platte/and. Once we met
Norman Marcus who was the Head Boy to my Head Girl and he had become a doctor
in the interim. We are spread out all over the world, in the UK, in the USA, in
Canada, Australia and Israel. I believe that Benny Schlosberg is still in Cape Town.
Michael Lipschitz, in the UK, keeps me informed of everyone's whereabouts. I catch up
with him in London and with Abirah and Libby in Sydney.
It is so true that the friends you make in school are often the ones you keep closest.
We don't see each other for years at a time and then effortlessly pick up where we left
off when we meet again. Depending on where we meet, they are sometimes the only
other souls on earth who share the same roots with me.
My Dad with his many chums, amongst them Dave Moss, spent many of their free evenings
fund raising for the school for years. My Mom's borsht was always a winner at the annual
Herzlia fete. How proud they would have been to have been able to witness what Herzlia
has become despite the Jewish brain drain and exodus from South Africa.
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BELLA BROM
Head Girl - 1959

M y school memories are many and have changed lots of
lives including my own. I was not a brilliant student and at
the end of all my exams and tests the teachers would put a
remark, "You can do better!" Inside of myself, I used to cr y
and wanted to scream, "But don't they know that I do the
'bestest' that I know!"
No one tried to help me but that sentence remained in my brain for many years.
Today I have a clinic for children with learning challenges and help ever y student young and old - to do better. Each child that comes to me with a big smile and
says "Wow! I really did well and got high marks", that little girl inside of me
says, "Yeh! I did better!" So thank you to my teachers. Through my own experience
at school you have helped hundreds of students reach high grades at school and
university and I feel honoured that I am there for them.
When discovering that my grades were not improving I buried my frustration in
the world of spor ts and discovered that the more I practice, the better I became.
One inter-school sports competition where I was certain that I would win the race,
I found out that life had another lesson for me. I fell, and in that split second, I knew
that I had only two choices. One was to stay on the ground and say "well, I fell and
so had an excuse for not winning the race or I could get up and continue and not
win the race! I chose to continue. When coming to the finishing line third, all my
Samson team mates stood up and clapped and shouted and I felt that I had in truth
won something very special! Getting up with my knees bleeding and pain was more
difficult than just running! This stor y too has changed my life. I have had many
falls during my lifetime, including Cancer and that feeling that I could fall and get up
helped me overcome one of my difficult periods. And so, thank you fellow school
mates - I always hear you cheering when I am in trouble and it helps get me back
on my feet and continue.

Bella Brom (/959).

One of my proudest moments was when I was chosen to be Head Girl, but ver y
quickly this too became an important life lesson. Being a girl was always second best.
Head boy was always first - he made the speeches, he shook hands first etc.
I promised myself that, as a female, I will show the world that we are just as good
as any male. AND so we are today - and I am happy not to feel second-best ever.
Mazaltov to Herzlia on the anniversar y of 80 years!

PAGE 22 HERZLIA'S HEAD STUDENTS

DAVID WESTERMAN
Head Boy - 1964

I look back at my years at Herzlia from 1960-1964 (after attending
public school and cheder in Hope Street)) with much warmth
and nostalg ia. T he wonderful friendships cemented remain
strong and I thoroughly enjoy linking up with classmates during
visits to Cape Town.
It was, however, the teachers who had the deepest impact (at least on me) and so
I'd like to pay tribute to some of them as representatives of the whole. David Rosen,
Jack Sagel, Libbe Rock and Zalman Avin, just to name a few, come rapidly to mind.
Cantor lmerman, was an inspirational legend and I had the distinct pleasure of
walking home with him after Minyan Yosef on Shabbat mornings, since we both lived
on Rugley Road. Mike Kessel (a former Principal) started at Herzlia when I was in
Std 7 in 1961 and now lives in Hermanus. Extremely popular, he left his mark on
so many of his students.
Herzlia was never in the top tier of sports when I was there but our U 15 rugby team,
if I recall correctly, was unbeaten (or close to that) in our division (around 1962).
One of the great tragedies I sadly recall was the untimely death in 1963 of Head Boy,
Ivan Cohen, while climbing Table Mountain shortly before he was due to enter law
school at UCT. He was brilliant and popular and his loss shook the school.
I live in Atlanta, Georgia, still practicing medicine but working a bit less than in the
past. In the USA, kids (unfortunately) often move away from home so while we have
our daughters and three grandchildren in Atlanta, my wife (Sharon, ex-Pretoria) and
I travel quite often to Los Angeles and New York to see our sons and their families.
At least they chose great cities to visit and when in Los Angeles I enjoy seeing old
classmates, lvor Geft and Shlomo Melmed, who are in the same community and
attend the same shul as my son Steven and his family. I have also met up a few times
with my classmate Leon Lewin while there.

David Westerman ( 1964) (le�) with his brother Stanley ( 1968).

"Our bonds remain strong. That's part of the magic of
Herzlia. Mazaltov to Herzlia on its 80th anniversary.
May the school and all who work for it grow from strength
to strength."
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CARYN (ABRAMOWITZ)
PUMPLUN
Head Girl - 2000

I was privileged to have been elected as the Head Girl of Herzlia
High School at the start of the new millennium. I worked
with an exceptional team of individuals who have gone on to
achieve wonderful things since leaving school. Having matriculated
20 years ago it is not easy for me to recall exactly which projects
influenced me the most or to pin point the exact growth and
maturity that I experienced during that wonderful, albeit
challenging year.
What I am able to do is to reflect on how being a Head Student at Herzlia has shaped
the person I am today. As a 17 year old on the brink of young adulthood, facing
social pressures whilst still needing to navigate my new found responsibility, I quickly
learnt to believe in my own inner voice.To follow my own moral code and to walk
my own path. I learnt to respect other people's opinions but to still hold true to my
own ideas and views.
After school I studied a BSc in speech pathology at UCT. Thereafter, I moved to
Port Elizabeth to complete my community service year at a state hospital facility.
I was the only Jewish person in my work environment. I was able to navigate
different religious views, opinions and cultures and to respect each of my colleague's
individuality. I learnt the importance of building interpersonal relationships and of
fostering a strong team environment from very early on in my work career.

Caryn (2000), Marcel, Luco and Milo Pumplun.

I have been employed by the Eastern Cape Education Department for 14 years.
Two years after I began working I was promoted to Senior Education Therapist
Specialist. For the past 12 years I have managed a team of speech pathologists at a
school for specialised education. I work in a multi-disciplinar y team that include
Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists, Remedial Therapists and Psychologists.
Once again, I am the only Jewish member of staff
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Over the years I have taught my colleagues about Judaism. Many colleagues have
enjoyed a Shabbat meal in my home. I am often gifted with matzah prior to Pesach
and fresh honey before Rosh Hashanah.
I am blessed to have the opportunity to manage an incredibly diverse team of
individuals on a daily basis. We are each unique and my leadership style encourages
this. As a team we all play to our strengths. Each person is a valued member of
my team and as such is given a voice.These are the leadership skills that I acquired
at the tender age of 17 as the Head Girl of Herzlia. This was my foundation and
I have developed and honed these skills over the past 20 years.

I firmly believe that Herzlia played a large part in shaping the
person that I am today. I recall standing on the stage delivering
my final valedictor y speech a few weeks before the start of our
final Matric examinations. I stood there with much pride and I
said the following by Dr Seuss, which still holds true today :"
You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself any direction you choose:'
Thank you Herzlia for nourishing my brain and for encouraging
freedom of expression and thought. I am grateful for the direction
I steered myself towards.
Happy 80th Birthday to you!

"Thank you Herzlia for nourishing my brain and for encouraging
freedom of expression and thought. I am grateful for the direction
I steered myself towards."
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#HERZLIASO
HAPPY BIRTHDAY HERZLIA

Calling all Herzlia Alumni. CELEBRATING 80:THE MUSICAL MOVIE
is in production. We want you to join in the celebrations by sending
us a short video message wishing Herzlia a Happy Birthday. Tell us
your name, the year you matriculated and where you are living.

UPLOAD YOUR VIDEO HERE
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#MyStory

•

Noah Chait (Left school 1n 1951)
My association with Herzlia (at that time United Hebrew Schools)
began in 1947, as a Std 2 pupil at the Hope Street venue, which
also doubled up as a cheder in the late afternoons.
Mr Zalman Avin was the principal of both schools and lssy Cohen was the
Vice Principal, later to become the Principal of Weizmann. I was a pupil there
until completing Std 6 in 1951. The first Std 7 was incorporated in 1953 and
those pupils were to become the first Herzlia Matrics in 1956. T hat year Myer Katz
became the Principal until his retirement in 1976.
Our son Norman started at Herzlia Primary in 1972. In July of that year, on a
rainy and windy winter's night, I received a phone call.The caller said, "My name is
Eliot Osrin. We are trying to convene an AGM at the Herzlia school hall, but we
need 25 parents to form a quorum. Could you as a new parent please assist us?"
Which I duly did.
That meeting was the beginning of a 15 year association with Herzlia, during
which time, in addition to sleeping through some boring committee meetings,
I eventually ser ved as Treasurer, Vice Chairman and eventually as Chairman of
the School from 1983 to 1984. I ser ved on the UHS committee under the
chairmanship of Joe Nochomovitz, Walter Robinson, Abel Levitt, Gordon Futeren
and Eliot Osrin. During those years I witnessed the opening of the Herzlia
Constantia campus, the incorporation of Weizmann, the conversion of the then
hostel to become Highlands Primary and the construction and opening of the
Herzlia Middle School.

Noah (le� school in I 9 5 I) and Irma Chait.

Our four children all completed their studies at Herzlia from Sub A to Matric during
the years 1972 to 1991. Two of our grandchildren are now pupils at the school,
the other five live overseas in the UK and Israel. My wife Irma taught Latin while
Mr Katz was principal and later ser ved on the PTA and briefiy on the UHS.
In 1980 she and Valerie lpp convened the hugely successful Ruby Revue at the
Baxter theatre's concer t hall, celebrating Herzlia's 40th anniversary. It was a
celebration of song and dance performed by very talented Herzlia students of
varying ages and was compered by the then head students. Irma also wrote and
edited the PTA monthly Herzlia Highlights from 1981 to 1984, when she moved on
to become the first editor of the Cape Jewish Chronicle.

PAGE 27 #MYSTORY
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My Journey of Healing & Self-Discovery
By Joy Sifren ( 1985)
I matriculated from Herzlia in 1985. I studied Textile Design after
school and worked as a designer for a few years. I then went into
the food industry and I bought my coffee shop restaurant which
I loved. After I sold my shop I moved back to my creative side
and started painting and selling hand painted tablecloths at
various markets.
I married at 29 and had my beautiful son at 35.1 started working as a learner facilitator
I 6 years ago. I love working with children with learning barriers. It is so rewarding
to watch a child transform before your eyes on so levels. I love empowering these
children and contributing to their lives.
18 years ago I discovered a healing modality called Life Alignment T herapy which
was the start of my journey of healing and self-discovery. It transformed my life
forever. I was so passionate about how this energy work transformed my life that
I became a therapist in 2006. I continue to work as a learner facilitator in the Herzlia
system as well as an intuitive healer and Life Alignment therapist from home.
I currently do healing sessions online which is as effective as if my client was in my
therapy room. I now work online with anyone in the world, amazing! I am passionate
about the work I do as we all deserve to be happy, fulfilled and true to ourselves.
I am grateful for all the challenges in my life as it makes me the person and healer
I am today. I am able to truly understand and empathize with my clients, having
been through so much myself

Joy Sifren ( 1985).

I feel so blessed in every way in my life. I live with my very precious son and lifetime
partner in Cape Town. I look forward to seeing how my journey here continues.
Love and blessings.
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My Musical Inspiration
By Melanie (Behrman) Stein ( 1999)
This December Melanie and David ( 1995) will be celebrating 14 years
of marriage. Married in the Claremont Synagogue in 2006 they have
been fortunate to live in the same city as their parents Shirley and
Anthony Behrman and Rose and Ronnie Stein. Family time is of the
utmost importance to their family unit, something which has become
all the more significant since the pandemic hit. Blessed with three
beautiful daughters every moment with the girls and their grandparents
is treasured.
Melanie has been singing and performing from a young age. She took part as a soloist
in many school productions and was a principal singer in her community choir for many
years. She has attended vocal coaching since the age of 15 and continues to hone her skills
under the expert guidance of Romy from ME Academy.
Her love for music and movement has led her to the salsa dancing world which gives her
much enjoyment and freedom of expression. In her spare time she enjoys oil painting
and mixed media art Melanie is a registered Organisational Psychologist and holds a
Master's Degree in Industrial Organisational and Labour Studies from UCT. She runs
her private practice from the Cape CBD and enjoys assisting clients in the Talent
Management, Medico legal as well as Psychometric Assessment space.

By Melanie (Behrman) Stein ( 1999).

T his past year Melanie has decided to focus on her music career and has recorded an
album of songs for the festive season. She is currently exploring opportunities for a second
album of duets which is in the pipeline. Her studies in the Psychology arena have enabled
her to connect with her listeners in a way that moves them. Living in Cape Town with
her husband David and three daughters, Isabella ( I 0), Sofia (8) and Julia (3) Melanie
hopes to inspire her children to live their dreams and do what makes them happy,
as music has done for her:
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A Pretty Unconventional Journey
By Lara (Smith) Celniker (2000)
I cannot believe it's been 20 years since our matriculation. I had
hoped to travel to our twenty year reunion, but the way this year
is shaping up, it looks like the class of 2000 will have to reunite
over cyberspace.
Although school feels like a lifetime ago, I can quickly conjure up
the people, the feelings and all the lessons I learned there.
Herzlia is one of those experiences which imprinted on my life
forever and left me changed and shaped in a way that is
unexplainable to someone who has not had the privilege to have
gone through the Herzlia education system.
Since leaving school, I studied two degrees at UCT, the first a BSc-Ed where I
graduated with Majors in Chemistry, Statistics, Economics as well as Maths and
Science Pedagogy. Upon graduating I taught High School Science at Reddam in Tokai
while simultaneously studying my second degree, a BComm. Hons in Financial
Analysis and Por tfolio Management. At the end of that year I had a choice to
either remain at Reddam or assist in opening the school in Sydney or to remain in
South Africa and pursue my goal of becoming an equity analyst. I chose the latter and
as I write those words I'm picturing Doctor Doubell reciting that Robert Frost poem,
The Road Less Travelled "And that has made all the difference."

Lara (Smith) Celniker (2000).

Career-wise it's been a pretty unconventional journey. I star ted as an equity
analyst in a well-known boutique asset management firm in Cape Town, before
moving to Johannesburg in 2008 where I took up the role of head of research for a
mining investment fund, working for a billionaire who was buying up mines across
Africa and the Baltics.
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In 2009, I was asked by an international mining publishing firm if I would author a book
on the lithium mar ket. This book - a monster 185 paged repor t was
published to wide acclaim and formed the inception of my mining consulting business,
Core Consultants.
Eleven years on and I still run Core Consultants. Today it offers two main services,
namely market entry studies for mining companies, and communications and PR for
natural resource projects looking to raise capital and gain exposure to the investment
community It's taken me across the world where I've had the fortune to work with
top-rated clients including the Apple, the European Investment Bank, Sovereign Funds
and many others. I've also travelled extensively and presented as a keynote speaker at
more than 60 international conferences.

"I don't think that there's any place in the world
where these kinds of lifelong friendships are formed
from such a young age and continue into adulthood,
irrespective of our different paths and life choices.
In this respect, Herzlia is truly a special place."

In my personal life, I took a gap year in the middle of 2016 and based myself in Israel
(I didn't take a gap after High School and so felt it was overdue). I met my husband in
Israel in 20 17 and came back to Johannesburg where we got married on a Safari the
following year.
Today I live in Tel Aviv with my eight month old son, my husband Gershon and my
dog Panda. I still feel very tied to South Africa and so I am a bit of a nomad. My sister;
now based in London, joined my company about a year ago when I fell pregnant and
that's been an incredible experience to be able to open Core Consultants in the UK and
work together with my sister and be passionately engaged in a common project. I'm also
very grateful to her for stepping into this role as it's allowed me to fulfil my ambition of
being a business owner while being able to spend time with my little one.
In Israel I have a few school friends and when I consider that we've been friends for
more than 30 years, meeting at Herzlia, I am really blessed for the foundation I was given.
Although my Herzlia friends are now scattered across the globe I have a core group
where we are still in touch - I 0 were at my wedding, some flying out from overseas I
iterally for one day. I don't think that there's any place in the world where these kinds
of lifelong friendships are formed from such a young age and continue into
adulthood, irrespective of our different paths and life choices. In this respect, Herzlia
is truly a special place.
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A Lockdown Barmitzvah Speech
By Daniel Meyrowitz (2006)
I recently watched the launch of the documentary 'Legacy of
Light' about Cantor Abe Immerman. I recall Cantor Immerman
once coming to a Highlands Primary School assembly and Mr
Gotkin introducing him as his barmitzvah teacher. Cantor lvor
Joffe was one of the speakers at the launch who told stories
about his teacher. I remember Cantor Joffe from primary school
where he used to teach us Hebrew songs while playing the piano
and more recently from a chazzanut concert in Melbourne.
I did not learn a haftorah for my barmitzvah. My barmitzvah was on a Sunday,
the 3rd day of Channukah and as such, I learned the leining but there is no ha�orah.
It was after watching the documentary that I realised now would be the perfect time
for me to learn to do a ha�orah and I wondered whether Cantor Joffe would agree
to send me a recording of the trap and a haftorah for me to start practicing.
What is lockdown for if not for learning new skills?
I wrote to Cantor Joffe to introduce myself and make my request. I wanted to learn
the trap with which I was familiar from South Africa (which I believe is based on the
English/German tradition) so I was delighted when Cantor Joffe replied straight away
to my message and gracefully agreed to my proposal.
I have chosen the ha�orah for parashat Noach, by which time I hope that shuls will
be open again and we will have moved back to a semblance of normality (and in the
meantime, I drive my family mad with incessant trap chanting).

Daniel Meyrowitz is originally from Paarl and attended Herzlia from Sub B to Grade 8
(I 995-200 I) and now lives in Melbourne, Australia with his wife Cheron and their two
daughters, Gabriella (4) and Liora (I).

I am grateful to the makers of the documentary, as that was the impetus for me
learning the haftorah trap as well as to Cantor Joffe for providing the recordings.
At the same time, I would like to express my hakarat hatov to Herzlia for providing
me with an excellent grounding in both secular studies and fostering a love of
Yiddishkeit which has been a wonderful foundation upon which to build. (I will stop
here as this is sounding a lot like a barmitzvah speech).
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Our Superbalist Story
The Richest Learning Experience
Claude Hanan and Luke Jedeikin (200 I)
Claude Hanan and Luke Jedeikin, both from the class of 200 I,
recently left Superbalist, the company they founded in 20 I0.
Below is their parting letter to staff, briefly explaining what they
believe contributed to their success. Post their exit, they have no
immediate plans, but do know that they will continue as a team
into their next venture.
A Farewell Note to the Superbalist Team - Past and Present
Today Luke and I leave the company we founded almost IO years ago. Who would
have thought that our last month would coincide with a global pandemic making this departure particularly surreal, but serving as a stark reminder of the
unpredictability of life - and the importance of actually living it.
I wouldn't usually post on social media but given social distancing realities - it's the
only way to 'celebrate' this milestone with all those who shared in this journey.
We registered a shelf company in late 20 I0, and had a Groupon website clone up
and running by April 20 I I. In the very early days - working out of a Mouille Point
apartment - we had I staff member; 0 orders, RO in revenue.

Luke Jedeikin and Claude Hanan (200 I).

Bill Gates once said "People overestimate what they can do in one year; but
underestimate what they can do in ten". Ten years on, we leave a very different
company. Superbalist processed over I million orders in the past year alone, employs
hundreds of staff and has become the dominant online fashion business in South
Africa by some margin.
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If I had to choose underlying characteristics/behaviours that facilitated our success,
it would be (I ) adaptability and (2) talent acquisition/retention.
It's ironic in hindsight that adaptability wasn't one of our core values. We were
consistently aware of the need to change and always paranoid we weren't changing
fast enough.The list of cautionary tales of companies who fail to change is long. In
nature and in business, those who don't adapt, die. We were I of 45 group buying
sites in South Africa in 20 I I . Being the biggest success story of that cohort today
with 95%+ no longer operational, is proof that adaptability and humility, matters.
But you can't adapt (iterate), without the right people.The best people know when
to adapt, what to adapt to, and how to do it.They're smarter than you.They're not
scared of challenging you.They are tenacious and resourceful.And they thrive when
they are trusted. And the collective force of 200+ razor sharp, talented, dedicated
and passionate employees delivering their best work is the 'formula' that generated
compound annual growth rates just shy of I 00%.

"Bill Gates once said 'People overestimate what they
can do in one year; but underestimate what they can
do in ten'. Ten years on, we leave a very different
company. Superbalist processed over I million orders
in the past year alone, employs hundreds of staff and
has become the dominant online fashion business in
South Africa by some margin."

Getting to know, and working with, these exceptional team members has by far been
the most rewarding part of the journey.We all had a rare opportunity to build a big
company.To build a household name in retail.To those who were a part of this journey
- be incredibly proud of what you achieved. Luke and Claude didn't 'do this' - the
Superbalist teams, over the years, did it
A hear tfelt thank you to everyone who made the story possible. To those who
invested thousands of man hours into it; to all who contributed, advised, invested,
assisted, supplied, bought, returned and bought again. And to those who supported
behind the scenes - the partners and spouses who had to put up with so much.We
salute you all.And we hope the Superbalist story is only just getting started. It's been
the richest learning experience of my life, and I know of Luke's too.
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Performer Rocks the Balcony
with Heartfelt Ballads
Dani Bitton (2002)
Published with permission from T he Jewish Report
by Peta Krost
We all have different methods of coping with lockdown, and
Cape Town singer and entertainer Dani Bitton's way is by
entertaining others. With theatres closed around the world,
she has found a new outlet to make people's day - the balcony
of her Sea Point flat.
Not only do those living in Sea Point's flatlands get the benefit of this, but the balcony
performances of this 35-year-old talented actress have gone far and wide on social
media. For Bitton, entertaining people is "everything to me ...it's my soul purpose",
she says. "When I sing, I'm in my element. It's my divine expression.To use my gift to
bring joy to others is special."
Bitton was performing the lead alternate role in the international tour of the
musical Evita in China when she was diagnosed with breast cancer and returned
home in December 2019. Two operations later, in substantial pain, undergoing
chemotherapy and under total lockdown, Bitton still felt the need to perform.
Her first Sea Point show was on I O April, two weeks into lockdown, when she
ventured onto her balcony to great applause through the suburb with her microphone,
'rocking her new chemo look', and the voice of an angel.

Dani Bitton (2002).

"I have a sound amplifying setup at home for singing and DJ-ing so I put my speaker
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outside and launched into song, singing 'Don't cr y for me Quarantina' she told the
SA Jewish Repor t. "My neighbour had to come and press play, but don't worry,
we kept our social distance! I spread the word on social media, Facebook and
lnstagram that day." Initially, 500 of her Facebook friends watched her livestream, and
many of them and the fans on Bitton's Facebook music page shared it with their
friends. Social media and word of mouth showed their muscle. "I really didn't think
it was going to reach so many people. I was blown away at the response," says Bitton.
The reaction was astonishing. Those in fiats in the vicinity were out on their
balconies in their droves, clapping and cheering for more. Bitton was also so excited
about the incredible social media response that she decided to do it again the following
night, a Saturday.

for her as, as being immunocompromised, she may not leave her flat except to go
to the hospital for treatments. She misses being with her family and friends, especially
the physical contact. "I just want to hug the ones I love," she says. "When this chemo
and corona is done, I'm going to have a big hugging party. "When I started my breast
cancer journey, I was petrified about losing my breasts and even more so my hair;
but I realised it's a small price to pay compared to losing my life," she says.
"I always felt like I had to look perfect, I used to obsess about my weight, and I was
highly self-critical. Since I've gone through this ordeal, I've been stripped of my vanity
and ego, and I've surrendered to it. I've lost my two best physical assets, my breasts
and my hair; and the truth is, I've never felt more liberated and happy because I've
truly learnt the meaning of loving myself unconditionally. "

"For my second concert, my neighbour; DJ Wulfsohn, had some proper gear in his
garage and volunteered to set up a bigger rig and some lights for me on the balcony,"
she says. "It was a misty night, and the sound and lights travelled down from above
High Level Road, many blocks over to the left and right, and all the way down to
Beach Road. It was magical!

"I've kept a journal throughout my cancer treatments, and have shared my
rollercoaster of emotions openly and honestly in a public biog. No mask!" she says.
"That being said, never in my life did I think I would be singing from my balcony with
a bald head and not wearing a wig, baring all! But here I am, real, raw, and not
wearing any masks. I love singing so much. The performances came from my hear t
and soul to spread love, hope, and gratitude to our healthcare workers. "

"The response from my Sea Point neighbours was amazing, and even more people
came out to watch, clapping, cheering, and singing along to the up-tempo songs.
The social media response was even more overwhelming, with both videos going
viral", she says. "I'm truly humbled by the kind words, amazing messages, love, and
support I have received from people. It has given me so much strength during this
time, and going through this breast cancer journey with its challenges, tough
treatments, and uncertainty, I feel so blessed to still be here, still strong, and able to
bring some joy to my community during lockdown."
Bitton says she was inspired to sing on the balcony because in Evita, Eva Peron sang
from the balcony of the Casa Rosada in the show. "I miss playing the role so much,
and haven't sung for a while and decided, while I had this window between chemo
sessions and was feeling good, I wanted to sing."
Also inspired by the artists performing on their balconies in Italy, she chose the time
just before the 20h00 nightly expression of gratitude for frontline service providers
in Cape Town.

Bitton did a fur ther three balcony concer ts on 24, 25, and 30 April. They won't
be her last.

"I always felt like I had to look perfect, I used to
obsess about my weight, and I was highly self-critical.
Since I've gone through this ordeal, I've been stripped
of my vanity and ego, and I've surrendered to it.
I've lost my two best physical assets, my breasts
and my hair, and the truth is, I've never felt more
liberated and happy because I've truly learnt the
meaning of loving myself unconditionally."

Bitton lives on her own, but her morn looks after her for a few days after her
chemotherapy when she is particularly weak and sick. Her mother and sibling shop
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The Road to Yale and Life in the
USA- Life as a Yalie*
Abigail Gotlieb (2009)
One Chapter Closes; Another Begins. This has been the hardest
post to write. How do you sum up a journey that started in 2016
with entrance exams, applications and far-away dreams, and
culminated in a "graduation", life-long friends and an indescribable
amount of personal and professional learning?
One week since graduation has passed, and it has been weird
to bring closure to this time of my life, and to force myself to not
get back on the hamster wheel in pursuit of the "next big thing",
but just to be open to the stillness of ambiguity while appreciating
the journey that has just come to a close.
Life as a Yalie has been everything I imagined it would be, and so much more.
I loved the strolls around this beautiful campus and the magic of Hillside Avenue
where trees create an archway. I loved the hikes to East Rock Park, the opportunity
to have some mindful moments with friends at the top while gazing out at the view
of New Haven. I loved the SOM building, the excitement around Charley's, the
wonderful run-ins with people in the student lounge and the beauty of the reflecting
lights at night that danced blue against the glass.

Mazeltov to Abigail Gotlieb (2009), daughter of David Gotlieb and Nadine Gotlieb,
on graduating from the Yale School of Management with an MBA.

I loved the easy access to music at Woolsey Hall, ar t at the Yale Galler y and
theater at Schuber t. I loved the potlucks, picnics and of course the Siliman College
build-your-own waffle bar.
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I loved the chance to learn beyond SOM's Evans Hall, be it at the Good Life Center's
meditation gatherings.TSAI City's personal development workshops, or best of all
the Theater Department's dance classes.
I loved the chance to see the US on long weekend trips, spring breaks and Christmas
vacations, as well as the global studies requirement that enabled me to learn in Brazil.
I loved the engagement with new people, the opportunity to hear their stories and
learn from their experiences. I loved being able to learn for the sake of learning, to
interact with different people and debate from different perspectives.
I loved being able to walk into a mini life bubble for two years - to explore, expand,
experience - and to come out the other side with a deeper understanding of my
"why" my "what" and my "how'.

"Life as a Yalie has been everything I imagined it would be,
and so much more. I loved the strolls around this beautiful
campus and the magic of Hillside Avenue where trees
create an archway. I loved the hikes to East Rock Park,
the opportunity to have some mindful moments with
friends at the top while gazing out at the view of New
Haven. I loved the SOM building, the excitement around
Charl ey's, the wonderful run-ins with people in the student
lounge and the beauty of the reflecting lights at night that
danced blue against the glass."

The Yale journey might be over, but once a Yalie, always a Yalie. I am grateful to
be a par t of this incredible alumni community and I cannot wait to see what
happens next.
*I started this biog back in early 2018 - Initially I wanted it to be a central spot
for those who were going to walk a similar path; a small way of giving back to
support and guide others on the MBA journey. Well, my"12 steps to getting into
B-school" quickly evolved and here we are ... this biog has ser ved as an amazing
space for me to journal, refiect and share weird and wonderful experiences over
the last 2+ years. #LifeasaYalie has been a wonderful way to mark my memories, and
I hope it has been fun following along on my journey in the USA
#YaleSOM #Yale2020 #grateful #graduation
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Engagements
Jessica Gawronsky (2007) to Justin Milner (SA)
Daniella Hayman (2009) to David Levin (20 I I) (SA)
Jenna Kassel (20 I I) to Zachary Melnick (20 I I) (SA)

Marriages
Ilana Abratt (1993) to Shane Genziuk (Australia}
Hila Tiano to Jeffrey Cohen (1997) (Israel)
Amy Stein (2003) to Jarrod Brenner (SA)
Carrie Furman (2003) to Ian Norden (SA)
Bron Mantel to Gali Hartuv (20 I 0) (Bulgaria}
Michaela Katzeff (2012) to Eli Green (SA)

Justin Milner and Jessica Gawronsky.

Ian and Carrie Norden.

Jenna Kassel and Zachary Melnick.
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Births

Benjamin.

Milo Woolley

Sam

lzar Chaya Penagaricano Cope.

Jude Aryeh Jacobson.

Nate Samuel Katz.

Amara Lilly Gelb.

To Hayley (Cohen) ( 1992) & Andy Fleisher,
a daughter (USA)
To Hayley (Levinthal) ( 1994) & Tony Fanjans,
a son (Australia)
To Kerri (Fox) ( 1995) & Bill Benjamin, a son (UK)
To Donna (Maisel) ( 1997) & Gavin Jacobson,
a son (Australia)
To Julia (Cope) ( 1999) & Oier Penagaricano,
a daughter (Spain)
To Natasha (Friend) & Craig Saven ( 1999),
a daughter (SA)
To Serena (Boon) (2000) & Tyrone Rawlins,
a daughter (SA)
To Tammy (Hart) & Robert Broll (2000), a son (SA)
To Lauren (Cohen) (2002) & James Woolley,
a son (SA)
To Stacey (Shabason) (2003) & Neil Stuppel (2002),
a son (SA)
To Tamar (Ovadia) (2003) & Marc Speechly (2003),
a son (SA)
To Samantha (Stern) (2007) & Steven Wiener (2005),
a son (SA)
To Ariel/a (Sevitz) (2006) & Yakov Pinsky,
a daughter (Israel)
To Danielle (Kaplan) (2008) & Brandon Katz,
a son (SA)
To Sarah (Raymond) & Josh Gelb (2008),
a daughter (UK)
To Ariel/a (Ashleigh Gawronsky) (20 I I ) & Nissen Goldman,
a son (SA)
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Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences to the families
of our Herzlia alumni that passed away.

'boss' as Head of English to his being one of my most valued members of the Staff
Executive. Raymond's input was always logical, sound and stimulated worthwhile and
productive discussion. He was extensively involved at the highest level in many aspects
of school life, from the Awards Committee to publications, and his input could always
be relied on to be of an exceptional quality.

Dotan Lubezky (left Herzlia in 1986)
Daniel Seltz ( 1964)
Jackie Sachar(left Herzlia in 1965)
Leslie Dembo (left in 1948)

But Raymond's abilities did not stop at the gates of Herzlia: as Dr Doubell, once he
was awarded a well-deserved PhD, he made a name for himself as one of the
most outstanding examiners in the country. He was the Senior Certificate Chief
Examiner for English First Language for a number of years, until Matric examinations
became national, and continued to be involved at national level, firstly as a member
of the committee of examiners and Chief Marker and later in a consultant position
until long after he had retired from Herzlia in 2012.

Obituary

Dr Raymond Doubell is one of those teachers whom his pupils and colleagues will
always remember; as much for his sense of humour as for his razor sharp intellect
and incisive logic.

Dr Raymond Doubell
By Marianne Marks

Sadly, this outstanding character passed away on 9 March 2020 after a long battle
with cancer. He is survived by his daughters, Jane and Emma, and their partners
and his greatly loved grandson.

On I January 1988 a young teacher from Durban joined the
Herzlia High School English Department. Legend has it that Solly
Kaplinski, then Head of Herzlia Schools, had 'poached' him from
the very prestigious Carmel College in the Durban area.
Raymond Doubell lost no time in establishing himself as a teacher par excellence,
a valued colleague and an excellent problem solver. It was not only his superior
intellect but his practical and logical approach to every aspect of school affairs that
made him so valuable. He was one of those rare teachers who knew instinctively
how to enable young people to open their minds, to think for themselves and to
hone all of their skills, not just those relevant to the English classroom.
I met Raymond on the day of my interview for an English post at Herzlia: Solly
instructed him (in Raymond's words) to see if I had the 'kop for the job'.That was
the beginning of a long, professional relationship which developed from his being my

Dr Raymond Doube/1.
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