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Innovation at Herzlia: Clive Loewenthal constructing his robot in preparation for the Robotics Olympiad.
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Dear Herzlia Community,
I am very pleased to report back on the progress made
with our seven strategic priorities:
I. JEWISH IDENTITY
•

New appointments and newly qualified team members
in the JLL department bring refreshed energy and
direction: Kaelly Berkovitz and Josh W iner joined
the informal JLL team with Cheryl Lazarus heading
up the Pre-Primary JLL programme and, very soon,
we'll welcome Hed Schmueli, our Israel Shaliach, to
South Africa and Herzlia.

• Rabbi Sean Cannon and his team have created an
innovative JLL strategy based on the concept of
'Abraham's Tent' for programmes in the Pre, Primary
and High Schools with many new initiatives to give
the department renewed energy. We look forward
to sharing this with you in the coming months.
• Hebrew, formally falling within the JLL department
since January 2021, is now being offered though the
international Ulpan Or programme for Grades 4-9.
Grades 1-3 remain with the Tai Am curriculum until
they make the move to Ulpan Or - which is expected
to be towards the end of this year. Grades I 0-12
continue with the IEB curriculum offering.
• Cheryl Lazarus has a new office in the JLL department
at the High School and is busy developing exciting
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tools for Pre-Primary as well as Primary school
pupils.You will have already seen the Pesach items
available through the online uniform shop.
•

Mazaltov to Shimpa Moch and Yael Ayache, from
Highlands Primary, who recently graduated with
their Master degrees in Jewish Education through
the Academy of Jewish Learning. Yael Fish, from
Weizmann Primary is also currently busy completing
this qualification.

2 ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
• T he strategy document for Academic Excellence is
now complete and a regular discussion document
for staff.
• Project-based learning and metacognition has become
part of the curriculum in the Junior High School
which is part of the amalgamation of the Middle and
High Schools.
3. SUSTAINABILITY
• Good progress has been made on financial
sustainability and operational efficiency.
• We are optimistic about Kerem's enrolment
growth, the building preparation for their brand
new facility and all are excited about the upcoming
move mid-year.

Every pupil develops holistically to become a mensch who can be a leader�
successful business or professional person who can actively participate in
both Jewish andl wider society

Variety of techniques

Assessment for learning

Variety of strategies

focus on fe,edback

Holistic growth

Em power all parties

Support

Differentiation

Ex.tension

Must-support the teachers to
achieve the Herzlia goals

Top performers
Mentoring
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• Regarding marketing, there is also good progress
and you will soon be introduced to our professional
survey tool, Evalytics, to assist us to engage with you
and get your feedback so we can remain relevant
and responsive to the needs of our school community.

4. FACILITIES
•

Several identified projects are currently in the works.
We are working on creating a brochure with pictures,
explanations and renderings to make it more tachlis,
but here is a quick preview: Maker Space, Robotics
Room, modern staff facilities at the High School,
improved Learning Centre, attractive new School
Entrance and Circulation Routes, Outdoor Gathering
Space (kikar), Canteen, Hall Access for the Highlands
Primary pupils, enclosed Pool Complex, Bridge
Access from Highlands Primary into the upper
campus building, Golf Academy with Putting Greens
and Functional Driving Range, Multipurpose Mini
AstroTurf, Herzlia Museum and improvements to
current facilities to address the needs for staff and
pupil wellness and Future-Focused Learning Spaces.

5. INNOVATION

7. PRODUCT INSIGHT & RELEVANCE
• We are looking at everything we do at Herzlia and
asking ourselves whether it is still relevant, what we
should do more of, what we should do less of and
what we should stop doing.
• We are incredibly excited about the high level of
participation in extra mural activities and it looks
like soon we will be able to start contact sports and
competitions again. We are now faced with some
'good problems' like having too many pupils wanting
to participate and bringing in more coaches.
• The Learning Support and Extension strategy is
almost complete and you can look forward to the
reveal of this department under a new banner:
SEED (Support, Extension and Emotional wellbeing
Department).
I hope that the school community is equally as excited
as we are with the progress made to date and the
exciting upgrades and projects on the way.
W ishing you all a Happy and Kosher Passover.

• The innovation strategy, presented in the drone
diagram on the right, is already in full flight.
• Apart from the new facilities' projects (listed above)
the actual activities already taking place there are
already growing very fast: Tinkering Club - building
machines from scrap material; Robotics League competing in 'renewable energy' projects; Drone
Racing League - racing on simulators as well as real
drones; Advanced Coding Club - participation in
Coding Olympiad; Stock Figure Animation and
Minecraft Club.

6. HUMAN PRODUCTIVITY
•

Good progress has been made refining the staff
appraisal system, to not only assist everyone with
understanding the expectations and how they are
held accountable, but also working on meaningful
staff development, staff training, staff wellness and
talent management.

• The staff have worked incredibly hard this past term
and have every reason to look forward to a well
deserved holiday.
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ANDRIESVAN RENSSEN
Executive Director, United Herzlia Schools

Herzlia pupils are afforded the opportunity to develop vital 21 st Century
competencies and skills in an engaging and stimulating high-tech educational
environment that will help to prepare them for a rapidly changing world.

EdTech infused lessons
PBL Approach
Subject integration and
Collaboration

Ultra Fast Fibre Internet
One-to-one devices
Robots, Drones,
3D Printers & VR tech

Google Training
Google Certification
PBL Training
TSSA Training

Pupils and Teachers
Local and International Schools and
Tertiary Institutions
Parent Community

Personalised approach
Portfolio of work
Sense of purpose
Startups

Innovation in Action: Andries van Renssen, Executive Director UHS, makes use of the Green Screen to record his weekly update.
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"I have always referred to a Herzlia education as being
'from Chai to Chai' - from 18 months to 18 years. We start
enrolling our pupils in play-group when our children are
only 18 months and they eventually leave us at the end
of Matric when they are 18 years old. "
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Adapting to the
Challenge
It seems impossible to believe that 2021 would
start in much the same way that 2020 ended.
It also seems impossible to believe that we have
actually managed to carry on with life despite
the challenges and restrictions imposed on us
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Yet we have still
managed to overcome these obstacles and
managed to find extraordinary ways of ensuring
that our pupils continue to receive a world-class
education at Herzlia.

One only needs to look at our 2020 Matric results to
realise that Herzlia adapted magnificently to the
challenges that COVID-19 presented.
It is so important to stress that a Herzlia education is
a 16 year process. I have always referred to a Herzlia
education as being 'from Chai to Chai' - from 18
months to 18 years. We start enrolling our pupils in
play-group when our children are only 18 months and
they eventually leave us at the end of Matric when they
are 18 years old. During this time every member of
our teaching and support staff pl ay a role in getting
our pupils to the finishing line and each member of our
staff should rightfully take credit and share in the glory
of the final product. A Herzlia education is indeed a 16
year journey of learning, growing and developing to
eventually become the menschen we strive to get them
to be, each one ready to go out into the big wide world
to make their mark on global society.
As you page through these Herzlia Highlights, you will
get a glimpse of the excitement of a Herzlia education
and all that it has to offer.
Wishing you all, our Herzlia family, a happy and safe
holid ay and a Chag Pesach Kasher V'Sameach!
All the best,

GEOFF COHEN

Director of Education, United Herzlia Schools
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Innovation at Herzlia: Mr Vorster showing Jack Nathan how to fly the Mavic Mini Drone during £STEAM.

Makerspace at Herzlia: Kiara Epstein and Ella Orford (Grade 7) play around with animation.
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by Michael Vorster & Tanya Steyn
Herzlia iCentre
The Innovation Centre has grown from strength
to-strength during the past few weeks amidst
the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Two new spaces have been incor porated: The
Makerspace and the Robotics Lab.

MAKERS PACE
The Makerspace has created the ideal environment
where pupils can explore, design, construct and bring
projects to life. It is already being used by the Science
Department for the Grade 9 Cell Project. Pupils were
tasked to design and construct 3D cell models as part
of their Biology module. This project was met with
great enthusiasm and excitement. Moreh Or Kadar is
ensuring that the Makerspace is also accessible to
the Pre-Primary and Primary Schools. Several Pre- and
Primary school projects are also in the pipeline.

ROBOTICS LAB
The Robotics Lab and Green Screen Studio is the
second addition to the Innovation Centre. This room
has already been tried and tested by Grade 9 Drama
and ESTEAM pupils who are filming footage for their
CGI film project. Even Mr Andries van Renssen and
Rabbi Cannon have made use of our new Green Screen
Studio. The Robotics Lab hosts our Lego WeDo and
EV3 robots. This space will be used for exploring and
learning all about the fascinating world of Mechatronics
that include coding and robotics.

ESTEAM
A space that is well-known to our pupils, the ESTEAM
Lab, is filled with engaging and exciting Grade 7-9
ESTEAM lessons. We have recently launched our
Minecraft Education Grade 7 City Simulation Project
as well as our Minecraft Education Grade 8 3D Game
Design project. The Grade 8 ESTEAM pupils also
learnt drone flying and safety rules and flew Herzlia's
DJI Mavic Mini drones.
Herzlia's ESTEAM extramural offering has been
expanded to cater for a range of 21 st Century skills.
These exciting new High School extra murals include:
Minecraft Club, Drone Racing League, Tinkering Club,
Advanced Python and Sound and Lighting Engineering.
The Primary Schools have joined us and also have the
opportunity to participate in the ESTEAM club for
Grade 4-6 pupils.
We also offer a range of competition opportunities to
pupils that include participation in the Rube Goldberg
Design Competition, the ORT Communications
Competition, the Computer Olympiad and World
Robotics Olympiad.
The Innovation Centre is committed to providing an
immersive 21 st Century learning environment and
experience to pupils. We also strive to support our
teachers in their goal to enhance teaching and learning
at Herzlia through project-based learning practices and
integrating technology.
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By Rabbi Cannon
Head of Jewish Life & Learning, United Herzia Schools
What a fantastic first term of 2021 it's been.
The Jewish Life & Learning QLL) department
has been hard at wor k ac ross our school
campuses, making sure our pupils still receive a
fir st c lass Jewish Ed ucation no matter the
challenges we have all faced.

New fresh resources have been added to the Pre
Primary Schools' JLL material. Primary schools have
been hard at work ensuring the key JLL skills are
being developed in the classroom and using online
opportunities where technology adds value - like our
unity Kabbalat Shabbat and Havdalah services with
over 500 pupils being able to attend online.

We are also looking very forward to welcoming our
new school shaliach from Israel after Pesach, just in
time for all our Israel celebrations and commemorations,
like Yorn Hazikaron and Yorn Ha'atzrnaut.
As the year progresses we are working hard at integrating
JLL as more than a department and one aspect of our
school, but weaving it into the fabric of everything that
we do across Herzlia daily life and the school curriculum.
Looking forward to a lovely Pesach break and a leibedik
Term 2, filled with growth and opportunities.
Chag Pesach KasherV'Sameach!

"As the year progresses we are working hard at integrating JLL as
more than a department and one aspect of our school, but weaving
it into the fabric of everything that we do across Herzlia daily life
and the school curriculum."
New and exciting in the Junior High has been the Jewish
Studies curriculum shifting to a new online platform
and partnering with EST E AM to create an animated
Pesach Haggadah.
T hese are just a few examples of what we hope to
continue and develop further into the Second Term.
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Rabbi on Safari: Mr Moch gets into the spirit

Peace Man: Rabbi Sean Cannon came
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of things for Purim on Zoom.

out in support of world peace on Purim.
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Purim at the High School: The Grade 12 pupils'

theme for Purim was 'Wild Wild West'.

Purim Mime: Zoe Erasmus (Grade 2) celebrating Purim at Weizmann Primary.
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Clowning Around: Daniel (Grade 6) and Georgia Gruzd (Grade 2)
celebrating Purim at Weizmann Primary.

Purim at Weizmann Primary: Cody Meyers (Grade 2).

Mini Yoda: Daniel Cohen-James at Highlands Primary.

Acrobat: Ruby-Rose Levin (Grade 5) at Weizmann Primary.
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Terrn 1 Hi[jkli[jkts
tl t Herzlitl Hi[jk School

Gia Hasson, Raquel Kampe/ and Sarah Katz celebrate their outstanding Matric results, cheered on by Principal, Marc Falconer.
Photo Credit: Tracey Adams, African News Agency (ANA).
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A Smooth Transition
by Marc Falconer

Principal, Herzlia High School
Without question the biggest news in the High School this term,
perhaps even this decade, has been the quite phenomenal Matric
results for the COVID-19 beleaguered Matric Class of 2020.
We had a subject average of just over 80%, 4.3 distinctions per
candidate and not one subject failure, as well as the unofficial,
but entirely believable communication from a Department of
Education senior official of our school being in the top I O schools
in the country (although this is always a difficult ranking to
make because of the many variables that could be used to make
this list). In any event, this will be a very difficult set of results
to match, or better.

Our year, as is the case for every school in the country, has started a
little shakily, although we have been extremely fortunate in that we
began our academic programme this year well ahead of most schools
and we have managed, for the most part, the difficult balancing act of the
blended teaching and learning model.
T he merging of the Middle School and High School (as was) into one
educational institution, has been remarkably and unexpectedly
smooth and the benefits including greater continuity in academic,
counselling, educational support, sporting, committee, leadership as
well as the various areas of Jewish Life have already begun to yield
dividends. It is also really heartening to see the pupils making the most
of the opportunities for peer leadership. Our sporting programme is well
underway and shortly we will be having a slightly COVID-19 adapted
Junior and Senior Gala.
It is hardly believable that this term is drawing to a close. Our holiday
is short over the Peseach period and before we know it we will be in
the saddle again for the Second Term.

"Without question the biggest news in the High
School this term, perhaps even this decade,
has been the quite phenomenal Matric results
for the COVID-19 beleaguered Matric Class
of 2020. We had a subject average of just over
80%, 4.3 distinctions per candidate and not
one subject failure ..:'
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High School: Jaynie Wingerin and Amy Voge/man working on their plant cell model.

Innovation in the High School: Michael Collins and Benjamin Levinson assembling their robot.
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Surf Day: A very successful Surf Day was held at Muizenberg Beach with Stoked Surf School - Kehillah (Community) in action.

High School Swimming Gala: Eden Sachs (Grade 8).
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Music at the High School: Joshua Davies on the violin.

High School Art: Shelly Kramarz.
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Water Polo: Ashley Munitz (Grade 7) all smiles back in the pool.

SALT Team: (back) Tyron Nell, Timothy Polakow and Adam Kaimowitz, (front) Darren Greenspan and Jonah Schwartz.
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Term 1 News
frorn Hi[jhl�11�s frirn�r�
#Ch�jS�rne�ch
GRADE 6
PHOTOGRAPHIC
COMPETITION
THEME: GRATITUDE

r.11 udt- Ute ft,ehug or quality or being grateful

Enjoy these beautiful
photographs taken by our
Grade Sixes.
PLEAS£ DO NOT 10UCH!

Grade 6 Photographic Competition: The standard of photographs in this year's competition has been of an exceptional level.

"I would be remiss if I neglected to thank you, our parents,
for the wonderful support you have given us this term.
The messages of support, encouragement and gratitude
that you have sent during the term have been wonderful.
Thank you!"
19 HERZLIA HIGHLIGHTS I MARCH 2021

A Challenging and
Exciting Time
by Mike Ford

Principal, Highlands Primary

The return to school in January 2021 was a
challenging, but exciting time. Our pupils
emb raced the face-to-face school-based
programme with great enthusiasm and we
have averaged a daily attendance of over 85%
from the very first day back.

Perhaps the biggest difference this year, over previous
years, was welcoming 76 new pupils and 14 new teachers
from the Herzlia Constantia campus. Any concerns
that we might have had that they would have difficulty
integrating at Highlands was soon dispelled. The pupils
made new friends quickly and the teachers must be
complimented on the way in which they have embraced
the unification of the all staff into one cohesive unit.
Grade 6 Photographic Competition
The standard of photographs in this year's competition
has been of an exceptional level. This year the theme
was Gratitude. Thank you to all who entered and a
huge Mazaltov to the five prize winners.
Buddy Launch
Our much anticipated buddy launch took place on
the 26 February 2021. Our Grade 6s thoroughly
enjoyed meeting and interacting with their sweet
Grade I buddies.
The term has seen a gradual return to some form of
normality as far as the extra mural programme is
concerned. Although we have not been able to take
part in inter-school activities and matches we have seen
an overwhelmingly positive response to the various
sports and activities with many being oversubscribed.
We now look forward to our winter extra murals
and hope that the relaxed level one COVID-19 protocols
will allow us the freedom to start playing matches
and competing against other schools.
I would be remiss if I neglected to thank you, our
parents, for the wonderful support you have given us
this term. The messages of support, encouragement
and gratitude that you have sent during the term have
been wonderful.Thank you!
I would like to wish our Highlands Primary community
a Chag Pesach Kasher V'Sameach!
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Purim at Highlands Primary: A few pupils in Grade 3 Aleph dressed up as M&M's.

Purim at Highlands Primary: Staff and pupils were surprised with a Magic Show by Regardt Laubscher.

21

HERZLIA HIGHLIGHTS I MARCH 2021

Purim Dress-up: Tyler Trokis looked so amazing in his Panda
costume! His classmates loved it

Purim Dress-up: Mrs Shear, Ms Haller and Ms Romain dressed
up as the Three Musketeers for Purim.

Buddy Launch: Naomi Katz and Micha Danilewitz.

Buddy Launch: Liam Levine and his buddy Caleb Chin.
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Terrn OVle �eflec irns
by Anton Krupenia

Principal, Weizmann Primary

It is interesting to reflect on what constitutes a
highlight in our COVID-19 world. Looking back
on the previous end of Term I reflections; I would
be writing about the outings we went on, our
Purim mitzvah visits to Highlands House and
Sea Point Place, the gatherings and celebrations
we held as a school, the galas, sports days and
other activities we shared.

This year, with the COVID-19 protocols we have in
place, the highlights are a little more simple; being
able to be at school every day with a full teaching and
learning programme taking place, along with a busy,
varied and well-supported extra mural programme is
what has made this term so special. Our daily attendance
numbers have been excellent and the participation in
all areas has been done with positivity and enthusiasm.
The highlight has also been how we have managed to
recreate all the regular events in different ways to
ensure a familiarity for all. We had a wonderful, festive
Purim with Zoom and class activities rather than running
our Shuk, we held an IP Gala, one grade at a time, the
Grade 6s received their buddies and ran very defined
activities, we held a Zoom Pesach Seder with the
Grade 6s being the leads in each classroom. We have
learnt together, we have davened, we have celebrated
and we have had fun - that is our highlight!
Now our attention turns towards Term 2 where we
will once again look at how we will celebrate and
honour the upcoming Yoms and Chaggim. It is an
important term for our Grade 3s as in the build up to
Shavuot, they will be receiving their first Siddur. More
information on this event will follow next term.
W ishing all our Weizmann families a Chag Pesach
Kasher V'Sameach!
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"This year, with the COVID-19 protocols we have in
place, the highlights are a little more simple; being
able to be at school ever y day with a full teaching and
learning programme taking place, along with a busy,
varied and well-supported extra mural programme is
what has made this term so special. "
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Purim atWeizmann: Mimes or teachers ...or both? Kelly Faull, Anton Krupenia andYael Fish.
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PJ Library at Weizmann: Emma Brener (Grade I).

Weizmann Buddies: Kitty Harris,Ava Rubenstein, Emma Rubenstein, Emily Russak and Sophia Leve.
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Weizmann Chess: Sage Leps and Benjamin Cohen-Behr (Grade 3).

Weizmann IP Swimming Gala: Adam Cassel (Grade 2).
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Purim at A/on Ashe/: Kane Jackson-Klotz and Gregory Margolis (Grade R).
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"Open communication can prevent a host of potential
problems and ensure that we are all on the same page.
Working together, parents and teachers can ensure that
a child's pre-school experience is a happy, productive and
memorable one."
During the first term the teachers and I spend time to
discuss and observe each of the Gan Aviv children as
we track their progress and development. The teachers
then meet with each parent to have some focussed
time to discuss their child and reflect on the term.
We also value and encourage parents to share their
thoughts on how their children have settled into their
new group. Feedbacks are a fantastic opportunity to
build a good relationship between parents and teachers.
Open communication can prevent a host of potential
problems and ensure that we are all on the same page.
Working together, parents and teachers can ensure
that a child's Pre-School experience is a happy, productive
and memorable one.
As we look forward to the new term we would like
to involve our PA's (PTA's) parents in planning some
school and family Covid-safe activities.We have missed
our school gatherings and family days and we hope to
hold these again one day in the future when it is safe
to do so. We are also planning to start up some of our
afternoon outings during late aftercare. Our children
loved the visits to the library, cycling at the high school
and time at the Jewish museum. These activities can be
done safely outdoors, with masks and screening and
when children are happy at aftercare this is a great
support for working parents. Lots to look forward to
in the second term at Gan Aviv!

Words that come to mind are 'learning', 'change' and
'growth'. It must be said that although there has been
change at Kerem which can bring feelings of uncertainty,
we have maintained a nurturing ethos which ensures
the highest level of holistic education to all the children
we are privileged to have in our care. Our new Kerem
building is well underway and ahead of schedule and
we are excitedly anticipating our move!
It has been wonderful to be a part of the substantial
growth that has taken place at Kerem in such a short
space of time and we look forward to further growth
next term.
W ith the theme of growth in mind we kicked off the
year by bringing in the festival,Tu B'Shevat - the birthday
of the trees. It was so magical to celebrate this special
day with the children as we each planted our own
tomato plants to take home, nurture, witness the growth
and eat the delicious fruit. We wore brown and green
and enjoyed a picnic sitting under the shade of the
trees, celebrating the wonder and appreciation for all
things natural.

by Cara Jacobs
Head Teacher, Kerem

The festival of Purim was another highlight, seeing
the joy on the children's faces as we created the most
joyful day imaginable. All the children and staff came to
school in fancy dress, setting the exciting tone for the
day. My team and myself gifted the children to a Purim
play.The children gave each other Mishloach Manot and
gave coins for Tzedakah inculcating the spirit of charity
which we so value.

As I reflect on the first term, I am filled with a
sense of pride as to all that we have achieved
over this period. Nestled in the 'heart' of
Constantia, I can truly say that whoever walks
into our beautiful school can feel the 'heart',
love and nurturing that our team of excellence
provides for our families. We have created a
sense of calm and containment for our children
and are a community school in the truest sense
of the word.

We have swiftly moved onto the dramatic story of
Pesach, and are busily preparing for our seders. As we
bring the story of Pesach to the children many themes
are touched on - miracles, faith, determination and
emancipation. As Moses lead the Israelites from slavery
to feedom - we reinforce Kerem's core values of the
freedom to be oneself, overcoming challenges and
striving to our best selves. W hat a magnificent way to
end off a highly successful term.

Kerem
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Purim at Aton Ashe/: Shyla and Tatum Pfaff (Grade R).

Purim at Aton Ashe/: Lundi Mashiyi, Jackie Chaskalson and Jos Horwitz.
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A/on Ashe/: Hugo Derksen enjoys outside time.

Purim at A/on Ashe/: Superman aka Victor Beresford.

Purim at A/on Ashe/: Pirate, Ricky Bernstein.

Purim at A/on Ashe/: Mila and Juliana Krupp.
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A/on Ashe/: Tommy Duwe having fun.

Kerem: Ariel Levy enjoying the Kerem playground.

Shabbat at Kerem.

Kerem: Gi/ad Levin and Sophie Rabinowitz.
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Purim at Gan Aviv: Scarlett Claxton, Liv Aharon, Matilda Palte-Rossouw and Chloe Katzen.

Gan Aviv: PJ Library Launch with Cheryl Lazarus.
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Gan Aviv: Damon Meskin having fun with Juney Puney.

Purim fun at

Kerem.

Purim dress-up at

Kerem.

Today is

Purim masks at

Kerem.
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